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#1 The Weeping Prophet (9v1-16)

· Feels like we’re a nation in crisis.
· Government more deeply divided than I can remember
· Interest rates up – inflation up – stats abt fuel poverty.
· Foodbank: ppl in our communities will go hungry this winter.
· Public services at breaking point across the board: buses - trains – health system – children’s social care
· Right off back of COVID – lockdowns seem so distant – but still affecting us: mental health, physical health
· Environmental disasters ^: Floods in Pakistan; Hurricanes in Florida. Hotter & wetter & windier than ever.
· Perhaps above all: looming threat of war in Europe. V few can remember last time. 
· Crisis. What should Xns do?
· Read & understand WoG: /first time - been here before – far worse actually. Us: crisis. Jeremiah: meltdown.
· Kings of Judah – cycles - decline – destruction – exile.
· Good place to start: weep for our nation.
· 9:1 Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears![endnoteRef:1] I would weep day and night for the slain of my people. [1:  Also 13:17 If you do not listen, I will weep in secret because of your pride; my eyes will weep bitterly, overflowing with tears, because the LORD’s flock will be taken captive.] 

· Just /have enough tears in me to rightly express how bad things are. 
· Friends, when look at world around us – suffering – mess ppl get themselves into – mess caused by others: 
· Right response: sadness – weeping.
· Mustn’t be the kind of Xns who live on another planet: Big grin – always singing happy songs.
· B gives us ways to deal w suffering -> ignoring – pretending - /one.

Message?
God raised up Jeremiah to call the King, leaders, people back to himself.
6:16-17 This is what the Lord says:
“Stand at the crossroads and look;
  			ask for the ancient paths - 
ask where the good way is, and walk in it,
   		 	    	and you will find rest for your souls.
   	    But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’
· Saying? 
· /Life’s crossroads – decisions –> take the ancient path – do things the old way – things were good in the old days – go back to then.
· Hear ppl say that! Things were better in the old days. 
· No they weren’t! Children -> coal mines! Ppl literally froze to death in their uninsulated, non-centrally-heated houses. Old days were horrible. 
· Saying: Life’s crossroads –> look back to ancient path – used to follow the LORD – what are his ways? He say? He - do?
· That’s the good way – walk in that!
· Then: everything easy? No: rest for your souls.
· Universal human problem: find rest for your soul. Find internal peace. 
· Ppl looking for news ways of getting it – forming alternative families – changing genders – big retirement pot – foreign holidays – constant entertainment – all symptoms of ppl desperately trying to find rest - /way designed.
· Ancient path: seek the LORD. Get heart right w God first of all – get that right – everything else will be put in right place.
· Weep for ppl /sense of rest – peace.

What was so bad abt the path they were walking in?
Rdg: 9:13-14 they have forsaken my law, which I set before them; they have not obeyed me or followed my law. Instead, they have followed the stubbornness of their hearts.
· They threw off the One True God – thought: get rid of God -> free.
· /Archaic rules – free ppl – do what we like. How very modern!
· Found: thrown off everything good that came with his Law. 
· Faithfulness in marriage – sexuality – justice – telling truth in business dealings. 
· Actually God’s laws – his ways – for our good – keep us on the right path – help us be happy – and safe.
· Throw off God’s laws – do? Follow your heart!
· How very modern!
· 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.
· Heart is corrupt – desire all kinds of bad things!
· Need a new heart: wants to do good. Look at that in #8 Ch 31 – new covenant.
· Worshipped other gods
· Stopped following YHWH – God - /stop worshipping – replaced -> other gods they have followed the Baals, as their ancestors taught them.
· This is what God had rescued them from – from other gods - Abraham was an idol-worshipper[endnoteRef:2] – God created this nation out of idol-worshippers – showed them his ways – far better.  [2:  Joshua 24:2] 

· But they’ve rejected God – gone back.
· So bad? Other gods: terrible: 19:3-6 I am going to bring a disaster on this place that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle. For they have forsaken me and made this a place of foreign gods…they have filled this place with the blood of the innocent. They … burn their children in the fire as offerings to Baal—something I did not command or mention, nor did it enter my mind.
· This is the problem: when ppl abandon the one true God, /stop worshipping -> worship other gods – self-destructive gods. 
· Gods of money – family – entertainment – holidays – power – control. 
· All disappoint -> /rest for your souls.
· Lead to destruction.
· It would end in destruction 7:5-7 If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with each other justly, if you do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm, then I will let you live in this place … for ever and ever.
· Throwing off God – liberating themselves from God’s laws -> /utopia they imagined! Instead:
· Oppressed foreigners – and orphans – widows – vulnerable ppl.
· Rich & powerful ^rich & powerful. Poor & vulnerable 
· Shed innocent blood: justice suffered. /Guarantee authorities would do right. No: need good laws – right sense of order.
· If that’s what you choose to do in the land I gave you – remove you from the land – that’s the deal.
· God says – rdg: 9:16 I will scatter them among nations that neither they nor their ancestors have known, and I will pursue them with the sword until I have made an end of them.
Maybe today: all sounds a bit harsh. 
· Why /God just leave us alone to do what we want? 
· First: miserable. 
· Made to be in rel w him. 
· Find rest for your soul.
· Second: end up doing terrible things. 
· Need God’s laws & ways to keep us on straight & narrow. 
· Third: Can’t & won’t just ignore sin. 
· /Turn a blind eye to sin – injustice – evil. The God of the Bible is /one who just shrugs and whatevs.
· Tax cuts for wealthy & benefits cuts for poor. Sees. 
· ^200,000 abortions every year in UK. Sees. 
· Romans 14:10,12 we will all stand before God’s judgment seat … each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.
· Some thinking: /cheerful! 
· True. But so impt to know: injustice you face – God knows. 
· /Escaped his attention when you got your bike stolen – scammed out of life savings. /Gets away with it.

But lets get back to the man Jeremiah. How do you think all this felt to him?[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Cut for space: When?
1:1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin.  The word of the Lord came to him in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah, and through the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, down to the fifth month of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of Josiah king of Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went into exile.
Place in time: 13th yr of Josiah – through reign of Josiah, Jehoiakim, Zedekiah.
Know exactly when: archaeology – history: 627BC. ~40yrs. Abt 650yrs before J.
Nation on a spiritual downward trajectory for years. Glory days of David – Solomon long gone. 20-odd kings – a few good – most bad – some absolutely terrible. ] 

1:4-5 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
· Feels?
1:6-8 “Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.”
But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,”
· Doubt there’s a single person here that thinks ooo, good-ee – I love being God’s man or woman in my office – uni corridor – home where only Xn. Love that. 
· Love speaking up for him. Find that so easy!
· Excuses: Like Jer: I’m too young – /good at speaking - too old - /clever enough - /relate.
· Go anyway, says the LORD. /Afraid. With you.
· Prob /of us have to speak to ppl who have power of life & death over us. 
· Jer did. Pronounce judgement on Kings who could instantly have him executed. 
· Your work colleague /that scary!
· Listen to this enc to Jer: v18 Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the land. 
· Forget soft fleshy & weak. Made you out of iron. Tough! 
· But you have to stand up and speak.
· Friends, great enc to speak up and speak out. Be brave. Courageous. v19 They will fight against you but will not overcome you for I am with you and will rescue you!
· Naturally such a coward – easy life. Speak?
· That’s what Jer did. So convicted of the mess of his nation – /keep quiet. Compelled to speak up & speak out. God filled him with fire!
20:9 If I say, I will not mention his word
    or speak anymore in his name,
his word is in my heart like a fire,
    a fire shut up in my bones.
I am weary of holding it in;
    indeed, I cannot.
· Is there fire in you today? 
· How hard is it to invite to watch online – to a course – service?
· Say: praying for you - whatever situation
· Many will /listen – some will.

Jer had to learn to cope with disappointment[endnoteRef:4].  [4:  Cut for space: Jeremiah was a single guy – 16:1-4 – basically, /have a family – everyone is going to die!] 

36:22-24 Jer – private secretary – Baruch – wrote down Jer’s words. Scroll passed up chain of command until gets to King Jehoiakim’s priv sec…
…the king was sitting in the winter apartment, with a fire burning in the firepot in front of him. Whenever Jehudi had read three or four columns of the scroll, the king cut them off with a scribe’s knife and threw them into the firepot, until the entire scroll was burned in the fire. The king and all his attendants who heard all these words showed no fear.
· Must have been pretty discouraging for Jer.
· Must have hoped: make a difference. Maybe: King will listen – full of fear – repent – change his ways – nation follow. But no.
· Reminder to us: /call us to success in ministry – evangelism.
· Calls us to speak – to stand for him. 
· Our msg: so much easier to deliver than his: /just destruction. 
· We have a Saviour! Jesus is good news! Willing to save.
· OT: glimpses of God’s heart of love & compassion. In Jesus: see heart of God crystal clear. 
· God /stand far off condemning our world from a distance. Comes right us to us – lives among us – suffers with us – in all that: lives perfect moral life, /breaking any of God’s laws.
· Goes to cross. Takes our sin on himself – all our whinging, whining, mess, rebellion, law-breaking. Takes all.
· In return: have my perfect record. 
· Glorious msg: God, through J – calling us home – find rest for our souls. 
· Matthew 11:28-29 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

Jer – hard book. 
· Honest confession: /think read it all until this week. 
· 3 reasons:
· Long – longest book
· Not in order. Collected works. 
· Pretty heavy. 30-33 hope. Lots of it: grim.
· /Verse by verse. Pick out highlights over next few weeks. 
· Fully engage? Reading plan – before each. 
· Believe this is the LORD’s word to his ppl for such a time as this[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  Esther 4:14] 


Pray: quiet – reflect – talk to Lord.
· Weep for our nation Lord. If / - break our hearts with what breaks yours.
· /Passive. Speak up & speak out. True – right – good – just. 
· Pr those in our ch in positions of leadership – business – health – police – fire – prisons & others.
· All of us: courage. Faith.

Sing: God Moves In A Mysterious Way (Kendrick)

Benediction: May your word and ways be like a fire in us this week. Burn bright for truth & justice & righteousness in homes – workplaces – wherever we go. In the name of Jesus. Amen.





