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Serving Sunday – highlight all goes on here. Acknowledge:
· Some hugely busy - /have it any other way.
· Some hugely busy -> want/need to do less but afraid: /else to step up.
· Some: hardly involved at all. Receive - /give.
· New to Park. Season of life.
· Some in 3rd group -> help those in 2nd group.

Serve urgently
The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray.
· /Playing around w church. End of all things. J coming back. This world: destroyed[endnoteRef:1]. Every person face judgement[endnoteRef:2]. Stand before Almighty -> account of life. [1:  2Peter 3:12]  [2:  Hebrews 9:27] 

· Think: sure – wrote 2k yrs ago. Near? 
· Always near. Church: meant to be ready for end[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  Matthew 24:44] 

· So msg: J has come. Repent & believe the good news b/c coming again – then too late.
· Local church: God uses to spread his msg in world. 
· No plan B. Local church is what he will use.
· Totally understand: new -> check out - /heretics - /cult - /money. Some: bad experiences. Cautious. 
· But if Xn: aim must be to align yourself w a local ch. Rev 1: Jesus stands among the lampstands[endnoteRef:4]. His priority. [4:  Revelation 1:12-13] 

· Therefore be alert and of sober mind - /sleepy Xn. 
· Except: baby. Night-shift!
· /Really physical: spiritual. 
· Spiritually sleepy – Jesus – gospel – evangelism – wake up! End of all things is near! Serve urgently in mission of God.

Serve faithfully
Serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms
· Steward: s/o who looks after something – /belong you - care for it like it’s yours. Hire car – handbrake. Failed.
· Mean? Steward of God’s grace? God made you – you. Unique gifts. Things only you good at:
· Standing on door – smile – confidence
· Standing alongside hurting – needy ppl.
· Looking out for person on own.
· Encouraging ppl – keep going – Lord is good.
· Writing cards – emails – txt – phone call.
· Practical caring: cook meal - buy gift – pay s/o gas bill – lift.
· Baking cakes for event – sweeping floor afterwards – washing up – making tea. 
· Teaching in SS – clearing drains – writing policies – leading a BS – editing a video – praying for s/o.
· No-one here good at all those. Between us: got it covered. But only if ppl will use gifts God has given them.
· God given you gifts and abilities to bless other people with. Impt resp. Steward that well.
· What you’re good at - /Your doing – From God: He’s made you that way. Steward that. Accountable for how you use what God has given you.
· Made you to be a blessing to others.
· What do w gifts? 
· Nurture – grow – use them. Faithful steward.
· Ignore – keep to self. Unfaithful steward. 
· Passage: speaking gifts & serving gifts. Helpful.
· Speaking: attitude: who speaks the very words of God – take seriously. 
· All think: preachers. Sure. More: 
· Leading services – praying – Bible readings.
· Sunday school – youth groups.
· Leading worship: speak to one another with psalms, hymns & songs from the Spirit[endnoteRef:5].  [5:  Ephesians 5:19] 

· Word of encouragement: keep going. Write card. 
· Whenever you open your mouth: /any old rubbish come out! /Turn up to teach SS – “wing it”. Mate: talk: /prepare – Spirit full control. Rubbish!
· So precious – take seriously – prepare. Humbly. Carefully. Wisely. Like speaking the very words of God. 
· Other gifts: serving. Attitude: do it with the strength God provides. 
· All been there: /want to – tired – bit fed up - /notice if I don’t. Do it: God will give you the strength.
· Balance: need to rest as well. Of course. 
· But when there’s work to be done: /fear: God strengthen you to the things he calls you to.

Serve purposefully[endnoteRef:6]  [6:  John Piper’s sermon helped me with this section: https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-local-church-minimum-vs-maximum ] 

· Purpose on earth? Here for? Why God /take you to heaven? Ephesians 2:10 we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.
· Part of answer: created for – saved for in X -> good works. 
· Go around doing acts of kindness all over the place. 
· How looks: diff for everyone. All kinds of gifts – speaking & serving. 
· Everywhere: home – workplace – church – community.
· S/t afraid abt talking abt good works: Say must do good works: ppl think: save them. No.
· By grace – saved – through faith. 
· But good works should bubble up & flow out of that. If they don’t - /saved. If just as self-centred as you were before you met Jesus, /truly met Jesus.
· Good works flowing out from you: sign truly saved. Why? Want to live a life of gratitude!
· Titus 2:14 Jesus Christ… gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.
· X died: redeem us – change us from ppl who enjoy wickedness – to ppl who are eager to do good.
· U eager to do good today? Purpose X saved you.
· Matthew 5:16 let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
· Evangelistic edge to this: ppl notice. You go round finding creative ways to do good – using gifts God given – ppl notice. 
· Glorify God: say, “this God must be real”. Challenge. Think.
· Turtullian – modern-day Tunisia – 180AD
· Xn: African way before British[endnoteRef:7]! [7:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berbers#In_Christian_history ] 

· Pagans look at Xns: his city – “see how they love each other”.
· To serve – doing good – purpose as Xn ppl. 

Serve to be like Jesus
Mark 10:45 Even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.
· Jesus: ultimate servant – served – went on serving -> death.
· Say: I’m a private person – talk abt ppl’s needs - /involved. Like my house, car, family, time. Don’t want it infiltrated by strangers. 
· Jesus: gave himself -> poured out -> lowest of low – servant of all.
· Crucified himself a thousand times before they crucified him.
· Every time I crucify a bit of selfish me – become a bit more like X.
· Even in glory – heaven – Jesus -> heart to serve. 
· Clear: /slave again: /beaten – /spat - /crown of thorns. Exalted, honoured KoK, LoL.
· Even so, King who bears the nail marks of crucifixion.
· Why? Remember ^humiliating distressing? Heart: serve.
· End w words of J – showing his heart of service: Talking about his 2nd coming[endnoteRef:8]. Luke 12:35-37 Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning – watching – waiting for him to return – hoping – expecting? Living like each day could be last?  [8:  Randy Alcorn showed me this. https://www.epm.org/resources/2010/Feb/3/why-would-god-want-serve-us-heaven/ ] 

Truly I tell you – to those who are ready for him - he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and [he] will come and wait on them.
· Exalted KoK -> serve his ppl. 
· So if you serve – s/t through gritted teeth – if: pour out your life for the good of others – you’re in good company – being like J.

Pr: 
· Maybe s/t Lord laid on heart some time ago – should do. Act of service. Serve. 
· If not, ask Lord – show you in next few minutes – openness. 
· Thx: served us -> cross. Help us crucify self – serve others – creative ways – bathed in love – as our offering to you.

Sing: Servant King

Benediction:
And so - as we serve the Lord – in whatever capacity – go out in the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
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