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Read Matthew 8:5-11 Brdgs: NT mention Ab.
· Centurion: just say word J – servant healed – understand authority – you have the power – what you say happens. Your word is true and powerful.
· J: that’s the faith of Abraham! Great faith: Trust & believe God’s word.
· Abraham – man of faith – believed God’s word to him. What we’ll see today. Ab -> believed God.

Come back to ch14 – Sunday evening in a few weeks
· Story: All around fighting between tribes.
· One day: Kedor-la-omer attacks Sodom – carries off goods, prisoners – and Lot - b/c living in Sodom.
· Uncle Abe hears: plans a daring night-time attack. Recovers everything – goods, prisoners – inc Lot.

After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision:
“Do not be afraid, Abram.”
Ab’s got lots of reasons to be afraid:
· #1 Immediate context: just attacked & defeated a powerful local leader. 
· Retaliate? Safe? Is he safe in his bed tonight? 
· #2 Doubts about Lot: given best land – bad idea? Squandered? His kindness enabling foolish behaviour? 
· Lie awake at night concerned -> family.
· #3 Low after the high. Post-adrenaline blues[endnoteRef:1]. Explain why.  [1:  https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/growing-friendships/201409/post-adrenaline-blues ] 

· Spiritually too: Elijah – calls down fire –> want to die. 
· If you feel low after a big high: /faithless backslider -> normal human!
· #4 Fears abt future - heir –> 3x already:
· 12:2 I will make you into a great nation.
· 12:6 To your offspring I will give this land.
· 13:6 make your offspring like the dust of the earth – try counting that!
· But no kids. No offspring. Trusted God – all for nothing?
· We have all kinds of doubts and fears too. 
· Point: God knows our doubts and fears today – just as he did with Ab. 
· Word of God came to Ab – God knew: 
· Psalm 139 You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.
You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.
You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue, you, Lord, know it completely.
· If you feel afraid – anxious – fearful abt future – children – health – money – the LORD knows already. 
· Talk to him abt it. /he won’t know otherwise – do you good -> tell him. 
· /Keep it to self. Have you taken it to the Lord in prayer – hymn? Oh, what peace we often forfeit, oh what needless pain we bear – all because we do not carry – everything to God in prayer.
· Share fears -> one who knows you and loves you best.
· Life is full of trouble – pain – disappointments – yes sometimes fear[endnoteRef:2]. Xns /immune.  [2:  Lots of examples of this in the NT: 1Corinthians 2:3; 2Corinthians 7:5; Ephesians 6:20.] 

· Sins forgiven – glorious future hope. 
· But still live in a sin-sick messed-up world – in sin-sick messed-up bodies and minds – with other sin-sick messed-up people. 
· Beware of kind of Xn –> says Xn life -> constant round of exciting and exhilarating experiences. 
· Ab: experiencing real life: hard.

The LORD’s enc to Ab?
· /Be afraid. Why? I am your shield, your very great reward.
· Shield: protect you. /Destroyed in a revenge attack. Plans. 
· Reward: provide for you. Have everything you need.
· Notice: those things are found in God himself.
· /Give you a shield to defend self
· /Give you lots of stuff.
· I AM your shield. 
· First “I AM”
· God: I will be your protection. /Up to you. Me. I’ll do it.
· I AM your great reward. 
· I AM all you need. I am sufficient for you.
· What’s God asking Ab to do? Trust. /Afraid. Trust.
· Look like for us?
· Means: fear abt children – physical health – mental health – being alone – doubts fill mind – plagued by temptation:
· /Need to make myself stronger. /Be a better person. /Try harder. /More stuff. 
· Need more of Him! – Fix my eyes on J – trust him – trust his word to me that he is enough – he will be faithful to his promises.
· He is what I need. The I AM is enough. He will protect and provide.
· Will you do that? Be my own shield & reward. No, look to Him.

But Ab struggles to believe
· If the Bible was like any other book, you’d see one of its great heroes say, “Great, I trust you Lord! And Ab went on his way: nice day after all.”
· But the chars in B: so relatable – if you read carefully.
· So God speaks to Ab in a vision: /Afraid. Protect & provide. 
· Ab’s response: But… 
· He /believe! Struggling w faith! Know what that’s like!
· Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said – pause here – imagine weeping? “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”
· IOW:  What’s the point of your promise to protect & provide – b/c what I can see with my own eyes – facts are: /kids – getting older – some bloke called Eliezer who works for me: inherit everything.
· What you’re saying: /fit w my experience.
· That internal battle btw belief and unbelief.

Look how God treats Ab when he’s afraid – doubts.
· Calls him by name. Personal. Gentle. Patient. 
· Do not be afraid, Abram 
· /Blast him: Promised you 3 times already. Be more patient!
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Think how speak to kids – colleague –spouse: told you this 3 times already. Why: listen? 
· /God.
· With mercy. 
· Book of Jude: mysterious – hard. v22 Be merciful to those who doubt. 
· /Indulge - /revel in doubt
· When s/o has doubts and wishes they didn’t: /blast them -> merciful – compassionate.
· That’s how God is to Ab.
· With patience 
· Rem: Mark 9 Man: boy – convulsions -> Jesus. If you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.
· If? Says J: If??? do you believe or not?
· Man: I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!
· J heals his son. Clear: believes – wants to believe more – frustrated by lack of belief – frustrated by doubts. 
· Praise! Faith size of a mustard seed: enough! He’ll respond to that!
· Patient with doubters – patient w those who struggle in faith. 
· With gentleness
· Some: learning to drive. My test: obv looking out front – corner eye: pen move. Every tiny mistake: mark on that form. Mistake – mistake – mistake. Fail. 
· Sometimes imagine – when our faith is weak: God is angry – disappointed – counting up failings.
· Getting slowly less kind towards us – more frustrated – even angry with our human failings.
· No!
· Hebrews 5:2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray
· Deal gently. /Angrily.
· Why? Just b/c God is nice? 
· No, verse tells us why he’s gentle w sinners like us: since he himself is subject to weakness 
· B/c God has become a man, in J. He knows what human weakness & frailty is like. Knows what temptation feels like. Knows how mentally exhausting resisting can be. 
· J of course, /fell into sin, - zero sin. 
· But he deals gently with us b/c he knows fully and completely what it’s like to be human. 
· Come to him: admit all fears & failings: find solidarity in the gentle saviour. 
· Refuse to come: find s/o very different. Fierce judge: demands account of your faults & failings. God who demands justice for your sin.
· With reassurance
v4 Then the word of the Lord came to him - 2nd time – word came to him in v1 too.
· Essentially same msg as 3 previous occasions: you’ll have an heir – own flesh & blood - /servant. 
· Go out of ur tent Ab - look up at the sky - count the stars – go on, try! So shall your offspring be. That’s who you will become.

Ab’s response: response of faith
· This time: Abram believed the LORD.
· Found out: Heb: “believed” = “Amen”. 
· God: this many descendants – even though old – wife infertile. Ab: Amen! I believe. 
· /Know how - /understand. But I believe you. Trust you: be all I need. Trust you to protect & provide. /Afraid. Amen!
· That would be a wonderful end to story: Ab felt comforted and reassured – went on with day.
· But: s/t very unexpected: and [the LORD] credited it to [Abram] as righteousness.
· You believe – trust my word to you – trust my character. I will credit righteousness to you. Language of accountancy. Credit note: account was negative. Now positive.
· Like this: Your end-of-year accounts: full of debts – lots of sins – lots of failures. 
· But b/c you believe – said “amen” to my promises to you: Set aside all your sins - and credit righteousness to your account instead. 
· This is a MASSIVE moment in story of the B. 
· Like: Sinners – all faults & failings – all recorded and lined up like end of life accounts. 
· What can we do to avoid judgement b/c of our sin? How do we escape the just punishment that is due to us b/c failed to live up to God’s will & his ways?
· Unexpected answer. Believe the LORD. Trust the LORD. Specifically, believe the word of the LORD. Amen – to what he says in his word.
· Do that: remove sin – credit righteousness to acct instead. God treat us as righteous even though we are guilty. 
· To Ab: complete mystery – how? How can God overlook sin? How can he just credit righteousness to ppl who clearly aren’t very righteous, like Ab?
· Rest of the book explains the mechanism – that Jesus the Messiah came to die in the place of sinners like you and me.
· He: the righteous one – no sin of his own – die in our place at the cross – bearing responsibility for our sin. Absorbing the wrath of God in our place. 
· In my place condemned He stood;
Sealed my pardon with His blood.
Hallelujah! What a Saviour!
· That’s the glorious mechanism. Worship Jesus for what he’s done. 
· Access to it: same for us as it was for Abraham. 
· Believe! Trust the LORD. Must trust his word. 
· When you hear the gospel – good news that X has died for sinners -> heart must say “amen!” 
· And the LORD credits righteousness to your account.
· So are you trusting today? Really v simple. 
· Faith may be very small today – like Ab. 
· Might feel backed into a corner today – like Ab. 
· Might be desperate, confused, totally have /idea what God will do to sort your life out – like Ab. 
· But you must come & believe. 
· And when you do: credit righteousness to acct. 
· /guilty sinner any more -> beloved child. Home forever with him. Peace with God through Jesus, who was and is the friend of sinners.
· Have you come?





