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Introduce Edwin Abbott[endnoteRef:1]: Flatland – 2D world.  [1:  https://www.math.brown.edu/~banchoff/abbott/Flatland/ISR/ I’m not sure, but a cursory reading of this bio suggests Abbott was a bit of a heretic. Still, it’s a great analogy, and a useful apologetic tool. I stole much of this script from another slightly dodgy pastor, Rob Bell, from his brilliant lecture, “Everything is Spiritual”. It, despite his aberrant theology elsewhere, is an amazing communicator, and this is his best work. Well worth a watch! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2rklwkm_dQ ] 

· Enter their world for a min – imagine there. Everything flat on page. 
· What would happen if one day – 3D object appeared in their world?
· Ring
· Dot – line – 2 lines – further apart – together – line – dot – gone.
· How would ppl in 2D world understand what happened?
· 1st: Dot – line – 2 lines – further apart – together – line – dot – gone.
· Just that.
· 2nd person: I think it was more. Think it was a ring.
· Ever seen a ring? Evidence? Photos? Lab tests? No.
· 2nd person: Feel it – sense it.
· 2 people – vastly diff worldviews:
· Flatland is all there is – all we can see – hear – think. Prove. Just Dot...
· Can argue persuasively – b/c in 2D world – other person /prove it.
· 2nd per: Uncomfortable posn: totally convinced – but have to use words like hints – feelings – faith.
· What if I – 3D world – hand close.
· 2nd per: You feel anything weird? “Jon is near” – presence of J!
· 1st per: What talking about? Give up superstitious nonsense – crazy – foolishness. Look at the evidence!
· 2nd per: No, I feel J is really close.
· Jab fingers through their world. See?
· Circles of diff diameters – appear diff times – length. Circles appear – disappear.
· 2nd per: I think it’s the hand of Jon.
· 1st per: Foolish nonsense – just circles – appear – disappear – big deal – look at evidence: just circles.
· 2nd guy sounds crazy – actually dead right – foolish – but correct.
· 1st – for all his scientific – rationality – logical thinking – weighing evidence – missing the reality so close by.
· Bro-sis – you know about an extra dimension that others /see. Another realm – world – that this world /see, hear, understand. There is more!
· v10 ‘What no eye has seen,
what no ear has heard,
and what no human mind has conceived’ –
the things God has prepared for those who love him –
these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.
v7 we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden...
· Xns – declare there’s more to life than what immediately appears. Deeper reality – mystery that’s been hidden. Never find it using human wisdom – no amount of money can buy your way to it – no university degree will help you find it – no physical training make you strong enough to find it – no amount of worldly power can get it for you.
· To get access to this other world: revelation.

Focus on 2 words this evening: Mystery – Spirit.

Mystery
v7 we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden...
· Normal English: mystery: a secret w no answer
· Eg Pyramids - ?
· Mary Celeste – turn of 20C – big ship – found floating – no crew – passengers – documents.
· “Mystery” in Bible – different: Something that is hidden from most – but God has made visible to a few. 
· First time word mentioned in Bible:
· Nebuchadnezzar: Babylon - dream. Weird – confusing. Challenge: Tell me the dream and what it means. No-one. 
· Daniel 2:27-28 ‘No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.
· Explains mystery – reveals. God can allow us to see behind the curtain – other realm – dimension. That’s what he does with Daniel – tells King what his dream was – and meaning.
· Daniel 2:47 The king said to Daniel, ‘Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.’
· So, these things are a mystery to most ppl -  natural man – but revealed to us.
· v10a these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.
· Gospel of J is the mystery that has been hidden. 
· Hidden in OT: 
· Sacrifices – Isaac – Atonement: 2 goats[endnoteRef:2]. Hidden. [2:  Leviticus 16] 

· Priests – mediators between God & ppl – perfect mediator.
· Kings – failed to govern well – perfect King kept every law.
· Gen 3 – crush Satan’s head – struck in the process.
· Hidden today:
· Blind The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers (2Cor 4:4)
· Deaf The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God. (John 8:47)
· Dead you were dead in your transgressions and sins (Eph 2:1)
· The gospel of J is a mystery, hidden. But our God is a revealer of mysteries!

Question: how does that work? How is the gospel of J revealed to us?

Spirit
v10a God has revealed to us by his Spirit.
· 12x in our reading.
· But how? How does the Sp reveal the good news of J to us – so it’s /foolishness any more - power of God? How do ppl get that revelation? Where does that understanding come from?

Bear with the thought process here: 
v11 who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them?
· Only you know what you are thinking, right? You /know anyone else’s thoughts – they /know yours – except kids! Thoughts contained in you – in your spirit.
· Same with God. His thoughts – contained in himself – in his Sp. 
· End v11 In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 
· His thoughts – deep things of God – that no eye seen – ear heard – mind conceived – the glorious unfolding plan of the gospel – contained in God’s thoughts – in his spirit. 
· His thoughts are the glory of Jesus – F loves the Son[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  John 3:35, 5:20] 

· So, natural man /get it. Can’t get it. He is here – God is there. Glory of gospel of J - contained in God.
· So how do we cross over? For 2D people to see in 3D – need revelation by HS. Seen that. How?
· God gives his spirit to live in people. God’s thoughts – mind –> live in you. If you’re a Xn – you get it b/c it’s been revealed to you – and how – by the HS coming to live in you. 
· Once he’s in you – thought he contains – knowledge of God – in you:
· v12 What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us.
· Presence of HS – receiving him – allows us to understand the gospel that God has freely given.
· Glorious verse about the work of the HS in ppl. He allows us to understand the gospel. Revelation to cross from one side to other – 2D -> 3D – is receiving the HS. 
· Theologians call it “regeneration”.
· Doctor Who? Sometimes regenerates – for him: new physical body – inside same. 
· This is opposite: inside that’s regenerated – “old has gone – new is here![endnoteRef:4]” And then outside – behaviour – actions – attitudes – take time to catch up. [4:  2Corinthians 5:17] 

· Jesus called it being “born again”[endnoteRef:5] – HS comes in - new life. [5:  John 3:3] 


Have you received the Sp? Have you been born again?
· Might have been coming here a long time – friends – maybe ppl assume – learned language – behaviour – you know never “got it” – gospel is not glorious to you. /Understand. 
· Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete[endnoteRef:6]. [6:  John 16:24] 

· Know joy of understanding the gospel?
· Give all your sin to him – he’s willing to take your sin tonight – and pay the penalty for it. But if you won’t let him take it – you’ll have to pay the penalty yourself. 

Can’t understand the gospel w/o Spirit. 
· Impossible for natural man understand gospel - /understand supernatural realities. 
· First step in getting saved: receive HS[endnoteRef:7].  [7:  Otherwise known as the “baptism of the Holy Spirit”] 

· Might think: I received HS after I ‘prayed the prayer’. May have felt like that - but you wouldn’t have prayer the prayer unless he was living in you already. B/c natural man is hostile to God[endnoteRef:8]. /want anything to do with him. He was at work in you way before you responded to him! [8:  Romans 8:7] 

· For some: really all in one go. As hear gospel – HS comes in – glorious – respond.
· For some: slow – over time – he comes in - /notice at first – slowly at work in you – breaking down barriers – drawing you in – one day – realise that you believe – and have done for a while.
· Many: /quite work out when-what happened: C. S. Lewis converted while riding to Whipsnade Zoo in his brother's motorbike side car. "When we set out I did not believe that Jesus is the Son of God and when we reached the zoo I did." HS had come and brought the gospel to life in him.
· In Bible too - Lydia: 
· Acts 16:14 The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. How “opened her heart” - Sp

Might say – well, I def received HS after I got saved. Sure: filled w Spirit[endnoteRef:9].  [9:  Grudem is brilliant on this subject. Systematic Theology, chapter 39. Read a shorter version online here: https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/regeneration_grudem.html ] 

· Many many ppl – experience of Sp after saved – Bible comes more alive – sin becomes more horrible – prayer freer – worship more joyful.
· What is that? /baptism of Sp[endnoteRef:10] - being filled w Spirit. “Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18) [10:  I believe the baptism of the Spirit is the same as regeneration and being born again. The two ideas are tied strongly together in John 3, and in 1Cor 12:13, the baptism of the Spirit results in being part of the church, which must be at (or just before!) conversion.] 

· Not a one-time event – over & over – many times. 
· Peter & John – released from prison – prayer meeting. 3 things: 
· Lord, consider the threats against us – danger – difficulty we’re in
· Help us to speak boldly
· Give us supernatural power
· Room shakes – “all filled with the Holy Spirit”.
· Friends, why would we not want that? Is fear keeping you from asking for more of Sp?
· Never be afraid of desiring more of God.
· All we’re asking for in being filled w Spirit – know more of what F knows about his Son already. 

Pr: Thx F:revealer of mysteries. Thx: good news of J - Hidden from before time began – slowly unfolding – revealed it – by Sp come into us – made us see glory of your Son. More Lord. Speak boldly – motivated by passion for J – more Sp – more love – more power – more of you.
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