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6th letter – 2nd to last – good church. 2nd & 2nd to last are good. Others have significant problems:
· Ephesus: doing lots but /love for J
· Pergamum: ignored sexual sin
· Thyatira: tolerated false teaching
· Sardis: spiritually dead – wake up!
· Laodicea: didn’t realise how bad things were
· Both Smyrna and Philadelphia are different: good - /critique at all. Both had a significant problem. 
· Smyrna was in the midst of terrible persecution – to death. 
· Philadelphia was poor, small: v8 I know that you have little strength.

Only 2 churches that are doing well: weak, suffering, persecuted. Make of that?
1. Historically this is a fact: When Christian life and theology has been purest it has brought all kinds of trouble. Nearly 400 yrs ago (1620) – Pilgrim Fathers –– (our roots) – left for America b/c persecution in England & Europe. All puritans – bad press – nutty – dour – good Bible people.
2. Small and hard is not bad. Normal – big, successful, influential church is a bubble. Disciples: Matthew 10:22 You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.
3. Big, easy, glamorous, successful - should raise serious questions – not norm. And when there is extreme blessing –> extreme responsibility – more responsible with truth – generosity – witness.

Philadelphia: “little strength” Weak: Not many? Poor? Exhausted? Maybe they felt like giving up sometimes. 
· None of that matters to Jesus. Nothing but praise for them. What did they do what was so good, where so many other churches had gone wrong? “You have kept my word and have not denied my name” (v8)  Key verse!
· Stuck to God’s word. Kept pointing people to Jesus. That’s what matters to him. Always thought: many ways this is what a great local church looks like. /big, successful, edgy, impressive, buzz. 
· 2 things centre of everything: Bible – Jesus. kept my word and have not denied my name
· What are we known for? What do we want to be known for? Community - friendly – honest – hard-working – law-abiding – multi-generational? No.
· Word – Jesus!
· Jesus stands next to that church – and says well done. Keep on going. I hope he’ll say that to us too: kept Bible & Jesus centre: well done.

Each of 7 letters gives us another piece in the jigsaw – character of risen J. 
· Ephesus: 7 stars – 7 lampstands – priority – local church – loves local churches.
· Smyrna: First & Last who died and came to life again – eternal, all-powerful, victorious God – nothing can defeat him – victorious even over death.
· Pergamum: Sharp double-edged sword – serious – dangerous – fighty!
· Thyatira: eyes of blazing fire – sees – knows – holy.
· Sardis: Holds 7-fold Spirit – HS proceeds from J
· Laodicea: Faithful & True witness – what he says is true – weight – authority – listen.
· Together give us a glorious picture of our Lord J. God incarnate – God-man – but without the frailties of our human bodies – similar but altogether more glorious.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What does Philadelphia add? v7 …the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the Key of David. What I open, no-one can shut, and what I shut, no-one can open. Eh? 
· Eh? Quote from Isaiah 22:22 – speaking about the guy who opens up the Temple each morning, closes it at night. Significance – blocks or opens access to God – unlocks that door.
· Jesus himself is the door to God: John 10:9 I am the gate [gate=door in Gk]; whoever enters through me will be saved.
· Jesus is claiming that for himself: I am the one who opened access to God – through him we can come to the Father. Come to F through S. Whoever comes to the F through J will be saved.
· Back to v7: J is saying he is not only the door but the one who opens the door too: Cross – curtain.
· J has flung wide open the door to anyone who will come.
· So NT writers use this illustration of a door to mean: gospel is going forwards – great opportunities:
· 1Corinthians 16:9 a great door for effective work has opened to me
· 2Corinthians 2:12 Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for me
· Colossians 4:3 pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message
· Acts 14:27 they gathered the church together and reported [how God] had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles
· Lydia – Acts 16 – listening to Paul preaching – “the Lord opened her heart”.
· Church in Philadelphia: open door – huge missional opportunities – people willing to listen – respond. Church was mission-minded. That’s why J is speaking about opening this door of mission.
· But the church was small, weak v8 I know that you have little strength. Felt like they couldn’t do it - /resources – ideas – manpower – money – vision – what can we do?
· Could this be us? Elements of us in all these 7 churches: universal experience. Closest?
· Huge, massive, enormous opportunities – many ppl transformed by the gospel here – good teaching for 40+ years - /hindered by false teaching, persecution. 
· This community changed – white working class families 30 years ago – students and ethnic minorities now. Huge new opportunities: Global Cafe, ToddleIn – in particular. Hanley Festival.
· Churches have a job to do. Church not just about relationships, singing – great coffee – mission. Rescuing people headed for lost eternity.
· John Piper: Mission exists because worship doesn’t[endnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/missions-exists-because-worship-doesnt ] 

· Mission of God: magnify himself – glorify himself[endnoteRef:2]. The greatest joy and satisfaction in the world is to know God as your creator and friend and Lord. Because he loves us – wants the best for us – wants us to know him – wants us to worship him – enjoy him. [2:  People sometimes struggle with this idea. Doesn’t that make God a bit of a narcissist? Always wanting his own glory? I would answer that question like this: God is the highest aim and joy and treasure of a human heart. Only in him can we be truly satisfied. Everything else is at best a pale reflection of his glory. When we exalt ourselves, we draw attention away from him. When he draws attention to himself, it’s a good thing, because it’s the best thing for any human. In fact, he is doing something wonderfully loving: showing us more readily how we can be ultimately satisfied.] 

· Mission exists because worship doesn’t – share the gospel of J – so others can know the joy of worshipping God!
· Every church: slightly different mission field. Every individual. What’s your mission field? Involved? Perhaps feel you have “little strength”? Do what you can – keep his word - /deny him.
· What are you known for? Word & Jesus?
· Philadelphia mission field: v9 synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars 
· Difficult – interpretation – friends still!
· Jews waiting for Messiah – not recognised Jesus. Came to his own, not received him[endnoteRef:3]. Claim to be spiritual Jews but actually they’re not - liars.  [3:  John 1:11, 8:39] 

· Paul: true Jews are not just Jewish outwardly[endnoteRef:4]: dress, speak in a particular way - /outward. Inward: heart changed - Spiritual Jews recognise Jesus – welcome him. His sheep follow him because they recognise his voice[endnoteRef:5].  [4:  Romans 2:28-29]  [5:  John 10:4] 

· Today: churches that claim to be Xn but reject God’s word – deny Jesus. They too: synagogues of Satan. Opposite of: You have kept my word and have not denied my name. Some: reject word – deny name[endnoteRef:6]. [6:  Here’s one recent examples: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/24/atheist-pastor-canada-gretta-vosper-united-church-canada ] 

· Great news: Some of them will “come and fall at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you” (v9). Amazing. Hardened, rejected Jesus – some of them will come and admit that actually you were right, and that God is with you. Amazing promise to this church. 
· /Give up – hardened – sometimes saved. Some here: were no-where – now part of his Kingdom – opened your heart.
Personal Protection[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Getting rid of this because it’s not quite in the right place. This is a promise to a particular church at a particular time, and although there are good wider principles, I don’t have the time in this sermon.] 

· “I will keep you from the hour of trial”(v10)[endnoteRef:8]. For them, maybe it was Emperor Nero, or one of the other cruel, sadistic Roman emperors who intensely persecuted Christians.  [8:  This opens big questions about eschatology. In what sense is it true for us? We can generalise in the way I have in the main sermon, but is this also an indication that God’s people will be removed from the earth before a great time of tribulation (pre-tribulation rapture)? I think it rather unwise to go down that road, at least based on this passage; this is a letter written to a particular church at a particular time, and although there are general principles that are applicable to all churches across time, this seems very particular to me. ] 

· God would keep them safe. For us? Don’t know what God might keep us from – do know he’s with us.
· Isaiah 43:2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.
· Keep His word and /deny His name: he’ll keep hold of you. Never leave you or forsake you[endnoteRef:9]. With you until the end of the age[endnoteRef:10]. [9:  Joshua 1:5]  [10:  Matthew 28:20] 


Transition: v11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.
· J is coming soon – limited time. Urgency to Xn mission – one day it will be too late. Do you know him yourself yet? 
· Hold on to what you have: stick to Word – pointing people to Jesus. Do that? Promises:

Pillar
· The one who is victorious, I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.(v12)
· Keep His word and /deny His name: you’ll be a pillar in the Temple of God. 
· Great? Always wanted to be a piece of hewn rock, holding up a ceiling! Lateral thinking! 
· Psalm 27:4 One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple.
· All I want – be with God – forever. What is more present in a Temple than part of the brickwork? Never again will they leave it Building work – foundations – cement. U want to be at Park forever? (Probably not) – but if you did – go and stand in some wet cement on our building site! Part of the fabric.
· Might say someone is a “pillar of the community” – part of the social structure. 
· Rev 21:22 – no Temple in the New Jerusalem. Temple is God & people. 
· Keep His word and /deny His name – keep looking to J: stand in God’s presence for ever. All about permanent presence – community – with God.

A bunch of tats
· Stick to God’s word & look to Jesus – write on - tattoo[endnoteRef:11] – 3 things: [11:  Hey look, Jesus has one too: Revelation 19:16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.] 

· Name of God – YHWH – literal? Permanent identity. Belonging to God – his forever.
· His forever, only His:
Who the Lord and me shall part?
Ah, with what a rest of bliss
Christ can fill the loving heart.
Heaven and earth may fade and flee,
Firstborn light in gloom decline;
But, while God and I shall be,
I am His, and He is mine.
· Name of your home - the City of God – New Jerusalem – my place – home.
· Move cities – countries. Home – forever. 
· Name of Jesus[endnoteRef:12]  [12:  In fact, it’s a “new name”. No idea what! There will be new revelation of God’s character and purposes after the end of the age. The new heavens and new earth will contain new revelation too! http://www.enjoyinggodministries.com/article/39-a-new-name-for-a-new-identity-revelation-312-13/ ] 

· Old names: Prince of peace, Emmanuel, Saviour, King of Kings, Redeemer, Light of the World...
· New name: discover new things about him. Only just started. Revelation /stop – more to learn. Fresh revelation!
· CS Lewis – Last Battle – end of 7th book: As [Aslan] spoke, He no longer looked to them like a lion; but the things that began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them. And for us this the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after. But for them it was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which goes on forever: in which every chapter is better than the one before[endnoteRef:13]. [13:  http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/350927-and-as-he-spoke-he-no-longer-looked-to-them ] 

· Write these names: like tattoo. /remove except with a lot of pain & cost. Permanent.
· That’s the point. Identity – permanent identity: This person belongs to God – to the heavenly city – to Jesus. Belong. Look forward.

Reward is forever. Worth whatever sacrifices are necessary – keep to this mission. Keep His word and /deny Jesus.

