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v1 These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars... v6 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
Pray. Lord Jesus, these are your words to your churches. You expect us to take them seriously, so help us to be attentive. May we hear what the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from the Father and the Son[endnoteRef:1], is saying to us & our church. [1:  https://carm.org/what-is-the-filioque-clause-controversy-biblical] 


Hospital drama – ER, Casualty – sirens – lights – patient on trolley – crashing through hospital doors – A&E – tear open shirt – pads on chest – clear – shock. Trying to bring them back to life. That is the church in Sardis. Letter: shock.

Other churches we’ve looked at had problems: persecution – false teachers – sin – grown cold towards Jesus. This one: Dead. Big problem. 

Fact: churches die all the time - all kinds of reasons. 
· Demographics – people move out of the area
· /communicating gospel clearly - understandable way - language
· /willing to change - liking church the way it is – way we’ve always done it – antique of 1950’s – 1850’s – 1990’s(!)
· Lack of love
· Divisions, arguments in the church
· Assuming the gospel instead of teaching it: Churches: Jesus /mentioned, cross, sin. 
· Know - /mentioned – assumed – moved past that – basic. 
· Gospel lost in 2geneations: 1st: love; 2nd: assume; 3rd :/know
· Scandals (sexual, financial)
· Lack of leadership – no pastor for years - vision
· Not training up next generation
· All sorts of things can lead to where Sardis was.
· Tabernacle church, Hanley[endnoteRef:2]. Planted Park in 1899[endnoteRef:3]. Closed in 1964, under Potteries Centre![endnoteRef:4] 2 generations later. [2:  http://www.thepotteries.org/church/hanley/tabernacle.htm  ]  [3:  The summer of 1899 ...on 27th July, sixteen members of "Tabernacle", together with Rev. Harry Gaywood Lewis, B.A., met in Shelton and passed the following resolution: 
'That we, the following members of the Tabernacle Congregational Church, Hanley, do hereby form ourselves into a Church of Christ of the Congregational faith and Order, in the hope that their fellowship may be profitable for the service of Christ, the advancement of His Kingdom, and the Glory of God. ' (From Park Church Origins, John Praeter, 1999)]  [4:  http://www.thepotteries.org/church/hanley/tabernacle.htm] 


Scary thing: you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead
· /saying Park: Point of letters: warn us about universal tendencies – watch out!
· Reputation: Easy to look at the dusty echoey old building with 4 faithful old ladies and see “dead”.  Could be very much alive.
· Can have a church with a reputation for activity – music – kids – community - and it’s spiritually dead. /gospel - /life-giving Sp - /authentic worship
· Looks can be deceiving. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  1Samuel 16:7] 

· Reputation was great – dead inside. A good reputation - /sign of spiritual health. Other people thought it was great.
· We cannot take comfort in the views of other people about our church. Just because others say: loads of kids – singing – radio – Global Cafe – ToddleIn – links w other local organisations really take off: gain good reputation locally – great – good thing – hope we do – can open doors to mission for us – and we ought to be good citizens of SoT. 
· But in itself – tells us precisely nothing about the spiritual life here. What they think outside – what other churches think - /nothing
· What matters is: what does J think. And he says, “I know your deeds” (v1) – he sees the truth – reality – behind the reputation.

3 types of people in the church in Sardis. 
· Majority: spiritually dead – unregenerate. Not genuine believers. That’s why J can say the church is dead.
· Some: Asleep, and dying
· A few: doing well – living for J

Spiritually dead
· The Bible is clear that before we were saved, we were all spiritually dead “you were dead in your transgressions and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) 
· Sin killed us – killed rel w God. Sin destroyed, damaged us – extent: foul stench in the nostrils of Almighty God. 
· Enemies of God – deserve death – hell – eternal separation.
· God – love – sent son –live perfect sinless life – go to cross – bearing all our sin & shame – evil – die in our place. Offer us his infinite life instead.
· By nature: desperately bad situation b/c a dead person is helpless - powerless[endnoteRef:6] to do anything about being dead. Natural state of all of us. Spiritually life extinct[endnoteRef:7].  [6:  Romans 5:6]  [7:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vuW6tQ0218 ] 

· Take a miracle to make someone believe! Only one who can raise the dead is God himself. Ephesians 2:4-5 God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions.
· Great news of the gospel: God raises the dead. Takes hold of people: death –> life; darkness -> light; fear -> confidence; despair -> hope.

Sadly there are churches that are full of people /know gospel:
· Church is a good moral guide for society, and Xn message is: love people – do to others what you would have them do to you. 
· Unregenerate people – people who have never had God’s life flow into them. 
· Know /believer today: best prayer – Lord, open my eyes that I may see your glory
· See his glory – perfection – beauty – wonder – magnificence.
· See ourselves in the light of that – sin, shame, wretchedness.
· Gospel of J: the way sinners like that can be saved – enjoy God – live life to the full – escape judgement to come.
· Open my eyes Lord – see your glory.
· Many in Sardis who needed that.

Asleep, and about to die
· Others: deep sleep. Now – think – if this church is totally dead – no spiritual life at all – no point telling them to wake up – can’t. 
· Seems to me there was a little bit of life there – deep sleep – coma. 
· v2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die
· There is something there, but it’s hanging on by a thread – this is a last-minute intervention to save it.
· Book of Revelation: full of references to other scriptures. Referring to Ephesians 5:14
· “Wake up, sleeper,
    rise from the dead,
    and Christ will shine on you.”
· In Eph 5 – encouraging Xns to live right as Xns - /like world around.
· Vivid picture: Xn person – made alive in Christ – but instead of rising up and shining for X, climbed back into the grave they used to live in and gone to sleep. 
· Still believers – just – but gone back to the old ways. Powerful image. 
· Wake up, sleeper,
    rise from the dead...
· Wake up – he’s made you alive already – now sleeping. Get out of bed – crawl out of the grave that you’ve made your home. 
· Similar picture in Rev 3. Church in Sardis: presumably used to be a vibrant, Spirit-filled church – lots of life – gained a good reputation. But somehow now – very little life left – body is still breathing – but is fast asleep in a coma. About to die.

What is J message to that church? 
· #1 Wake up! Urgency – action required now!
· #2 v3 Remember what you have seen and heard[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Maybe an allusion to Habakkuk 3:2?] 

· What? Gospel of J – Christ crucified, risen & Lord – so that sinners like you and I can be spiritually raised from death to life.
· Remember J – remember he’s the focus. Everything else – youthwork – community – evangelism – finances – building – worship – friendship: irrelevant if J death & resn is /centre. Calling people to repentance & faith in him.
· #3 hold it fast
· Gk: guard it. To this church: Things you’ve seen & heard – gospel you once gave yourself to – guard it – cherish it – hold on to it tight. Make the gospel the centre of all you do again. 
· #4 repent.
· Gospel /focus – lost sight of J: repent – turn around – change. Not too late to bring about revival in the church at Sardis. Even now as the paddles are being attached - heart has stopped – sleeping and about to die – not too late. 
· A church that’s on the brink of death can be revived by returning to the gospel – making that the centre – and living like it is true.
· Critical situation: if action is not taken immediately, that church will die. 
· End v3 But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief[endnoteRef:9], and you will not know at what time I will come to you. [9:  See also 1Thessalonians 5:2, 2Peter 3:10] 

· Just like none of us can predict a thief stealing your stuff - /shout about it – comes unexpectedly, silently. Same way: you don’t know when Jesus will come and close the church down – remove its lampstand (Ephesus: Rev 2:5). 
· And he will. Closes churches every day, for all sorts of reasons. 

Now, I don’t think that’s Park Church tonight. /complacent. All churches have a built-in tendency towards one or more of these problems in 7 letters. Unless we keep a close watch – easy to slip into this – end up same as Sardis. 
· Maybe not this year or next, but we need to be laying strong gospel foundations for 10, 20 years from now[endnoteRef:10] - teaching g, /assuming. [10:  In case the Lord tarries.] 

A few in Sardis:
· v4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy.
· Many soiled: Gk: blackened. Should have been wearing white – climb back into a grave?
· Reminder: even in the deadest of dead churches: often a faithful few.
· v5 I will never blot out the name of that person from the book of life
· Point: name in the book of life? Saved? Individual. /church – denomination – others did. You & me.

Written to a church, but maybe some of this resonates with you personally too?
· This church looked great on the outside – people praised it – great reputation – about to die inside. 
· That you? Everyone thinks things are going great outside – what a spiritual person – so involved – so alive! But you know: asleep inside. And the Lord knows.
· Pharisees were an extreme example of that: looked great on the outside – generous, spiritual, devout. Dead inside. Jesus: whitewashed tombs[endnoteRef:11]. Dead inside, painted to look nice on the outside.  [11:  Matthew 23:27, the picture is of such tombs in Malaga, Spain.] 

· Why are you here? Parents check up – keep up appearances – maybe you remember the joy of knowing and believing the gospel – but you know deep down – crawled back into the grave you once lived in – and fallen asleep there. 
· Wake up! Remember the gospel – hold it tight – repent. Today. Now.
· Come back. Lost son: had everything – wandered away – ended up eating & sleeping with the pigs. Turned back: Father ran towards him – embraced him – received him - loved him – forgave him. 
· If that’s you: /live in the grave any longer – wake up. Just better in the light – and you know it too.

Pray: selves – slip – return. Churches – strengthen what remains – return to gospel.



