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One Sabbath [Saturday – day devoted to G], when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee
· Our day devoted to G – Sunday – great op – invite ppl. 
· Hosp: friendly to strangers. 
· Invite friends, family over – nice, /hosp.
· Hosp: put myself out for your benefit – make you feel welcome. Objective: you no longer stranger, but friend.
· Model: God himself. We were strangers to him – made us a member of his household[endnoteRef:1]. Enemy[endnoteRef:2] -> friend[endnoteRef:3]. [1:  Ephesians 2:19]  [2:  Romans 5:10]  [3:  John 15:13-15] 

· When you speak to someone after the service – meet for coffee – meal: following the example of your God.
· But none of that is what’s going on here:
he was being carefully watched. 
· Pharisees: religious elite. Life governed by rules. Do this, that, /touch this, that, go here...[endnoteRef:4] [4:  God’s law – Love God, neighbour -> emplaned by 10C -> explained by 613 laws. Put huge fences around it – thousands of laws – huge volumes – thousands of pages. Oppressive to the ppl.] 

· For all their outward show of holy living – hearts far from God[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  Isaiah 29:13] 

· So Jesus would point out their hypocrisy – and they in turn wanted to kill him.
· Carefully watched – something to accuse him of – trip him up – some excuse to haul him before the court – get rid of him[endnoteRef:6].  [6:  Of course, they eventually gave up, lied and paid off false witnesses – trumped up charges – had him executed b/c they could not find any legitimate way to get rid of him.] 


3 clashes – walk you through them. 
· Ever been to a meal? – disagreement – argument - /know that well – awkward, uncomfortable. Ain’t seen nothing. Imagine you’re there.

Jesus blasts them for their pride in their own rule-keeping
v2 There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his body.
· Where did he come from? Don’t know: May have just wandered in – somewhat public – seen before – woman – wept – hair. Just as likely he was brought in as a trap for J. Wouldn’t be the first time[endnoteRef:7]. [7:  John 8:1-11, Mark 12:14-16] 

· Man – abnormal swelling – water retention – puffed up – symptom of other problems – painful, unsightly.
· One of their made-up rules – can’t heal – medical aid on Sabbath, unless it’s life & death. Stage is set: What will J do?
v3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?’ But they remained silent.
· Takes them back to the Law. This is what J always does with self-righteous ppl. Blasts them with law. What does the law say? What is “lawful”. Law – Moses law – says nothing about healing someone on the Sabbath. It’s their rules that say you can’t. What does God say?
· Silent b/c they can’t win:
· Yes, it’s lawful. Admit their rules are made-up.
· No, it’s no lawful – God doesn’t forbid it, but we do – uncompassionate – foolish.
v4 So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his way.
· Lays hands on him[endnoteRef:8] - as we saw in Q&A - heals him. Love to have seen that! [8:  Gk lit: “took hold of him”] 

· Word cuts deep – judges the thoughts & attitudes of the heart[endnoteRef:9]. Expose. [9:  Hebrews 4:12] 

v5 Then he asked them, ‘If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?’ And they had nothing to say.
· So proud of your good works – smug, superior – look down on others. But even you can’t apply your own rules consistently:
· Someone else: judge them, criticise them.
· My child – personal - you’re going to do all you can to get them out. Stuff the rules – your child – when it’s personal, you’ll bend the rules. Hypocrites.
· Tied yourself up in knots with your ridiculous burdensome regulations. Trying to get to God by keeping rules – problem is your hearts. 
· Today, /Pharisees. Plenty of ppl think they can get to God by following rules. Being a good enough person – try harder – clean-living – give to charity – maybe turn up to church – help out. 
· Not what God wants: everything. Heart. 
· You? Religion just outward show? Hold other ppl to standards you can’t reach yourself? Repent – turn to him.

Stormy start to a dinner party. Haven’t even sat down to eat yet! Imagine if that was your house – prob wouldn’t invite him again! 
Jesus blasts them for their pride in their own self-importance
v7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honour at the table, he told them this parable: 
· Formal meal – places of honour. Our culture /do this – weddings?
· Triclinium. Centre – host. R – L, then R centre etc.
· Pharisee’s house – invited his important friends, family. Scramble for best places. Served first – status – power. Jesus sees this, says:
v8 ‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honour, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, “Give this person your seat.” Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, “Friend, move up to a better place.” Then you will be honoured in the presence of all the other guests. 
· Avoid embarrassment – show some humility at the beginning, or you’ll be humiliated later. Just good advice on dinner-part etiquette?
· Would be except he finishes with this:
v11 For [because of that, this is true...] all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.
· Much broader application – big statement - talking about KoG. In KoG, everything is turned on its head. 
· Exalt yourself – make yourself look big, impressive – show off: humbled. What does that mean: “will be humbled”? 
· Karma: world knows you back? 
· No: God will humble you. I know that because he’s told us (3 times) James 4:6, 1Peter 5:5 God opposes the proud but shows favour to the humble. (Paraphrasing Proverbs 3:34[endnoteRef:10]) [10:  Actually, both Peter and James quote directly from the Septuagint.] 

· In our world – being proud, arrogant, feisty, strong-willed – good things. Look at the Presidential race!
· In the Kingdom of God, you big yourself up – make out how great you are – how special you are – God himself will oppose you. In the end, humbled – brought down. Because God does not want people like that representing him.
· Humble yourself – realise what you actually are – weak, pathetic, sinful worm. Then he will lift you up. Why? Because he shows favour to weak, pathetic, sinful worms.
· Beatitudes – Matthew 5: Blessed are:
· the poor in spirit - broken 
· those who grieve, mourn
· the meek
· those who are hungry for goodness
· the merciful
· the pure
· the peacemakers
· persecuted
· Opposite of pushing forward to get the best places. You?

Reloads theological gun – ready to fire 3rd round of gracious, kind, bullets:
Jesus blasts them for their pride in their social status
· Speaks now to the host directly. Spoke to everyone first. Then guests. Now host. I imagine there was a bit of a hush came over the room. Awkward dinner party.

v12 Then Jesus said to his host, ‘When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 
· So J starts criticising his choice of guests. Don’t just invite your powerful and important mates round. Because they’ll invite you back – “you will be repaid” – you’ll be even. 
· We know – that’s how it works – you invite someone over – they invite you back – even. If you know really important people – help climb social ladder – make some important contacts. /do that.
v13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’
· Instead, invite people who can never repay you – never have you back to theirs. Invite people that will never increase your social standing – never do you any favours, open doors, /help in your business venture, /benefit to you whatsoever. 
· Then you’ll be blessed. 
· You will be repaid, not by them, but by God. At the end[endnoteRef:11]. He sees, /forget. [11:  Matthew 10:42] 


In the Kingdom of God, /like world. Don’t do stuff so you’ll get it back. Don’t give to gain. Give to be generous – like our generous God.
· Luke 6:35 love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.
· Rules of God’s kingdom are just different!
· No social boundaries - /B&W - /Rich & poor - /haves & have nots – all treated equally. 
· KoG: University lecturers with PhD’s sitting around the word – sharing same bread & cup as someone who failed all GCSEs. All equally made in image of God – equally sinners, equally saved by God’s grace alone. 
· KoG: Policemen sing - worship - alongside people with a charge-list as long as your arm.
· KoG: whether you came from a secure happy family, or a miserable, broken one shouldn’t matter. 
· So, J says, invite the poor to dinner. Plain & simple. Demonstrate by your actions the truth that in the KoG there are no social boundaries. Treat each person equally. Be at least as kind to those less fortunate than you, as you are to those similar to you.
· If someone needs help: /matter skin colour, social class, language, mental health, disability, sexuality, education: help.
· Point of Biblical hospitality: being generous to strangers. Just as God is abundantly generous to us. Be like him: pour out grace & kindness on people – all people.
· Some thinking: keeps banging on about hospitality - turn off – can’t cook – if I tried to invite someone over for a meal, poison them – they might call environmental health. House mess. Fine.
· Be friendly in church. 
· Help those who are doing this stuff – church together do this stuff. 
· CAP
· Food Bank
· Walk

Point is: J humbled himself – God exalted him. 
· G -> man -> made himself nothing
    by taking the very nature of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself
    by becoming obedient to death –
        even death on a cross![endnoteRef:12] [12:  Philippians 2:7-8] 

· God – gave himself – servant of all
· Xn life: humble yourself – serve – God will exalt you. 
· Mark 9:35 Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.
· Make it your ambition to be small, to be a servant, to be unrecognised, unseen, generous to all. And God will exalt you, just as he exalted his own son.
· Proud person? Goodness – rules? Self-importance? Social standing? Bring that to the Lord now.
· Share communion together – united in humility – bowed down before the greatness, glory of our Saviour – who trod this path of humility before us.



