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Part of a church? Church: a bunch of repentant, baptised, Spirit-filled people (Acts 2:38)
· Wk1: Rooted in the Bible. 
· Wk2:Fighting for community – FoS – One-anothers.
Elders: Membership – yawn?
· Like golf club? Privileged few – pay dues – receive benefits?

Not even in the Bible?
· Neither is Trinity – not Xn.
· Assumed not taught explicitly - fit pieces together
· Openness about how we/other churches do this
· Principle: being a Xn assumes you are part of a local church – not a freelancer

There are two extremes to avoid:
Only church membership matters
· RC teaching – unless you belong to RC church, cannot be saved. Baby – hospital – quick baptise – heaven. 
Personal relationship with Christ is all that matters
· Being part of a local church: optional add-on. Take the free download, but I’m not paying for the full package.

What does it mean to be a member of Park Church?
· Open hand – some churches very informal – us: quite formal.

Submitted to Jesus
· Personal conversion – conviction – forgiveness – trust. 
· Own faith – /parents, 
· /committed to church – to J.
· Repenting of sin – not one-off. 1517 - Luther[endnoteRef:1] - start of reformation – nailed 95 theses to church door in Wittenburg. #1 “Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ...willed that the entire life of believers is to be one of repentance”. Ongoing battle with sin. [1:  Martin Luther, “Disputation of Doctor Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences” (1517), Thesis 1.] 

· Luke 9:23 Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.
· Member? /unrepentant sin. Eg – each situation complex, unique
· Gambled – lost thousands – wretched: grace. Yes
· Gambling every weekend – money more important than Jesus. No
· Couple – new Xns – engaged – sleep – pregnant. Repentance: tears - bring wedding forward. Grace: yes.
· Living together like married – /married – sex, rel more important than J. No
· Couple living together – kids – he gets saved. Repentance: wants to marry, she refuses. Membership – yes.
· Complicated – difficult – occasions where we ask you to just trust elders 

Submitted to the Bible
· Regular to preaching services – small groups. Allow Word to challenge – guide – wound you.
· Statement of faith - 
· Baptism – elders believe: repentance -> baptism. Acts 2:41 Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
· Baptism -> “added to their number” – part of church – strongly encourage those baptised recently towards membership.
· Get baptised first – show repentance – new path – direction.
· Getting wet is the easiest command Jesus ever gave us to follow[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Mark Dever, quoted in Leeman, Jonathan. Church Membership. Crossway, p90] 

· Other views – Presbyterian: infant baptism replaces circumcision (OT) as the sign of being part of the covenant community – articulate that – theological position – welcome. 
· Not just default – done it once – sentimental.
· Acts 19 – Ephesus - baptised by John – repented of sin – never understood about Jesus, HS. Paul baptises them again. 
· Significant for ppl baptised as infants – /wrong - /understand – now understand what Jesus has done – do it again.

Submitted to the community
· Last week – community – these are the ppl who will provide your spiritual growth. Do life with these ppl.
· Leaving membership – constitution: not had “significant interaction with the church” for 12mo, review membership (/illness). Meaningful involvement with the church community. 
· J died for individual sinners, yes, but overwhelming emphasis is on the church – gave himself for the church – body – whole. 
· John 10:11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. Gk: plural: sheeps[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  This (and a couple of other ideas in this section) are from a sermon by my dad, Pleasing God in our Church Life. No date, but some years ago.] 

· When he goes out to find the lost sheep (singular), it’s so he can bring it back to be with the 99 in the fold[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  Luke 15:4] 

· Take your role in it – serve – pray – help – engage – give (money & time)

· Asking church community to care, love, pray, encourage you: thinking of you – praying – remember promises.
· Admonish also: Colossians 3:16 admonish one another with all wisdom. See you in sin – tell you – challenge. “With all wisdom”!
· Matthew 18 Sin – go to them privately. Try to win them back. /work – involve someone else – try really hard to win them back to the Lord. 
· All else fails – tell the church: This person is not submitted to J, Bible any more. 
· Sometimes, ask people to leave as a last resort. 
· Membership is important – part of the Xn community – keep a watch over each other – protect each other – got backs. Ask to leave – for their good – no illusions. 
· Treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector[endnoteRef:5] – /vilify – /ignore - /be nasty – treat them as someone who needs to come to Jesus. [5:  Matthew 18:17] 


Submitted to leaders 
Hebrews 13:17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority...
· Authority – older NIV + KJV “Obey your leaders”. 
· Contender for most abused verse in the Bible – do what I say – control & manipulate.
· Luke 22:25-27 Jesus said to [his disciples], ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them [what the Gentiles do – lord it over ppl – power structures] and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors [say they’re being kind to you by being “in charge”] But you are not to be like that [not the way of J]. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. [servant leadership] For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. [Jesus’ model of leadership is serving – humility]
· So what does Heb 13:17 mean “obey your leaders”?
· Gk word – wide range of meaning – NIV2011 “have confidence in your leaders” – “allow yourselves to be persuaded by them”
· Don’t be rebellious, hard – allow them to speak into your life through the Bible. 
· “Submit to their authority”? 
· Authority of word – elders have role of teaching in the church - submit to the word. Allow the word to penetrate – do what God says – in his word – through them.
· Asking them to “keep watch over you” “care for you” – permission to challenge you with God’s word – push – guide – chase up. Basically saying: please disciple me.

Another aspect: Leaders: who to care for?
Hebrews 13:17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account.
· God will call leaders to account for how they have treated – disciple – encouraged – prayed for – people in their churches. From my POV: who is that? 
1Peter 5:2 be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them
· Who is the flock under my care – watch over them – shepherd them – care for them - that I’m accountable for?
· Every person in a mile of the building? People who come to ToddleIn? Someone who comes to a service once? Once/month?
· If I msg: hey not seen you in church in a while – so what? Why calling me? Don’t want to be followed up.
· Membership is saying: I want you to be my shepherd – I want you to keep a watch over me – care for me spiritually – allow you to speak into my life. And I’m accountable to God for how I do that.


Submit to Jesus – Bible – Community – leaders. Alternative?
Imagine: man – rel – stay in your house – eat your food - I’d like to sleep with you – you pay bills. But I don’t want to marry you – tied down – not interested in you exactly, but enjoy benefits of being with you. Terrible! 
· A bit like someone who comes along to church – enjoys music – teaching – coffee – friendship – all the benefits, none of the commitment. 

Certain type of person
· Never submit to anyone – no-one’s theology is right enough – latch onto websites – no real church is good enough.
· Increasingly hard-line views on secondary issues – no consistent balanced teaching
· Little spiritual growth – why? Don’t like it: move. Bible: grow through adversity – community.
· Prideful – stubborn – hard to get along with.


Process
· Speak to one of the elders
· Meet up – chat– ask you about your faith in J
· Constitution – formal
· Statement of faith
· Ask questions
· Apply 
· Members vote – why? /good enough
· 2-way commitment – agree to love – support – pray – admonish – equip – point to J.

