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Read Genesis 11:1-9

Intro
· Times changing. Horrors all around us – Syria – boy – like us. Floods, earthquakes – war – can’t ignore any more. 
· Unsustainable to carry on as normal – some point: ScX-factor – demand answers. 
· Need a way to categorise this in our heads – what is going on? Why? Where is God? Future? Big picture?

John Piper – book helped series: 
“Christians in the West are weakened by wimpy worldviews. And wimpy worldviews make wimpy Christians.” 
Explain worldview.
We like a God who is sensitive and caring – fine – but, he says, 
“if someone breaks into my home and kills my wife and all my children and leaves me wounded on the living room floor, I need a way of seeing the world that involves more than just the tenderness of God.”[endnoteRef:1]  [1:  John Piper, Spectacular Sins and their Global Purpose in the Glory of Christ. p13-14] 


Revelation 13:7 [the Beast] was given power to wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. 

Revelation 6:9 I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 

· Not just there to scare kids in SS – warnings to us – global church – terrible things will happen in the last days. Simon’s series. And just singing Shine Jesus Shine with a big enough smile won’t be enough. Solid, rooted understanding of the big picture. 
· Series summary: God is bigger than you realise. Plan to glorify Jesus – everything at some level is working towards that plan. Show you: sin cannot undo God’s plans.
· Start with example:

Context
Put this in a bit of context:
The flood is over. God tells the remaining people to go and have big families and re-populate the earth:
Genesis 9:7 As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it.

Is that what they did? No:
v1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.
Settled.
v3 They said to each other, ‘Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.’ They used brick instead of stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens
· Mesopotamia - /worship God - built huge towers, rising to the heavens. They called them ziggurats (lit. rising building). Know of 29 – remains of 19 visible[endnoteRef:2]. Tower of Babel Stele. [2:  http://www.livius.org/es-ez/etemenanki/etemenanki.html ] 

· Biggest ziggurat was built in Babylon, and became known as the Tower of Babel.[endnoteRef:3]  [3:  Rohl believes that it was built in Eridu, the ancient capital, and points out that Eridu and Babylon once had the same name, Nun-ki, which may account for the confusion.] 

· Babel = Babylon – sounds like Hebrew word for “confused”.
· Built out of brick /stone – not much stone around.
· Not a lot left now! (It was destroyed in 331BC by Alexander the Great)[endnoteRef:4] [4:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etemenanki ] 

· Best preserved: ziggurat in Ur (Abram).[endnoteRef:5] [5:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ziggurat_of_Ur ] 

· Could say more[endnoteRef:6] – point is: not myth, legend – real – bricks – documents – built, destroyed, purpose, appearance. C20 sneered.  [6:  See: http://www.schoyencollection.com/babylonianhist.htm ] 

· Don’t be dismayed when you see TV documentaries that say there are things in the Bible that aren’t true. You can go to the British Museum and find thousands of artefacts that tie in exactly with Biblical history, and over time, more discoveries will be made. You can have confidence in the Bible.

The sin of Babylon
v4 Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.’
Reason for building?
· Don’t want to be scattered – spread out – repopulate the earth – explore – stay put – settle down right here. Not what God said.
· Make a name for ourselves – to become famous – to make themselves look impressive. 
· Make something that would be so big that it would reach heaven – and challenge the authority of God himself. This is an “in-yer-face” challenge to God himself. It all comes down to pride[endnoteRef:7].  [7:  Dixon, J. Genesis – Expository Thoughts. Evangelical Press, 2005. p229] 

· Want to build something great because we are great. Challenge to God himself.
All face temptation to show off – look how great I am – impressive – clever – skilled. Raise me up – put you down. What the Babylonians did.

Worldviews – persecution – where going? Patient!

v5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower the people were building.
The Lord “came down” to see what all the fuss was about. The tower they have built – so proud – so far from reaching heaven, God can’t even see it. Great put-down!
· Friends, God is not impressed with our achievements! When you can create galaxies with a word – raise the dead: “Lazarus, come out” – calm storm: “Be still” – that’s impressive. Some people are so arrogant about their meagre achievements!
· Business – home - kids

So what will God do? He takes it seriously: 
Genesis 11:6-7 The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other."
· So God’s response to the pride in the heart of mankind is to make it harder for people to communicate. Result:
v8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel – because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. 
· 1. Stopped building. 2. scattered over whole earth.

That’s the story - spectacular sin – national rebellion against God - pride. Now, we believe that God is Sovereign – that he is in control of all things – he is God. 
· 2 Chronicles 20:6 "You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in your hand, and no-one can withstand you.”
· And yet God allows this sin that results in all the nations and languages we have in our world today – all those divisions of race and language and culture. 
· 195 countries, 4500 languages. 
· Why does God allow this sin to take place if he is God? He could have stopped it, right? Yes of course. He’s God. 
· God - great global, cosmic purpose, - plan - used this sin to bring Glory to Christ. 

1. The protection of his people
Look what they will do if they are not stopped! Messing up their languages is God’s way of stopping all the humans on earth getting together to do evil.
Before the flood: 1 language – immense evil.
Genesis 6:5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.  
· But God promised to Noah – first covenant in the Bible – never wipe out humanity again. Needed another way to deal with the sin of mankind.
· Look what humans will do if they gang together – hearts. Mercy – prevent us doing the evil our hearts are inclined towards.
· Some ppl think: languages and nations are a barrier to world mission – easier – same language. Not how God sees it. 
· More concerned about uniformity than he is about human diversity. We humans are far too evil to be allowed to unite into 1 government. 
· Totalitarian states there have been over the years: 70m deaths in WW2 – 6yrs. Hitler and Stalin. Mao’s China; Pol Pot’s Cambodia; Nero’s Rome. 
· If we had 1 global super-state, it would have the power to simply wipe out all Christians. That would be a very dangerous place for God’s people to live. The Tower of Babel was only the start of what humans would be capable of if we were allowed to do as we pleased, together. “Look what they’re capable of”
· 4,500 languages is a way of protecting God’s people from the wickedness of our own hearts.

2. The destruction of Babylon / Antichrist
Babel = Babylon (Heb). Throughout the Bible, Babylon is used as a symbol of evil Satanic power. Simon quoted. In the very last days will rise up someone with immense power, who is inspired and energized by Satan himself. Immense suffering.
Rev 17:5-6 The name written on her forehead was a mystery:
Babylon the great
the mother of prostitutes
and of the abominations of the earth.
I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. 

What will become of this future Babylon? He/she/it will be destroyed by Jesus. 
Rev 18:2, 5-8
2 Thessalonians 2:8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendour of his coming. 

· In one instant, Christ will come in his glory and destroy Babylon
· not in some evenly-matched duel - overthrown – beaten – tossed through the air - by the breath of Jesus’ mouth! And destroyed by the glory of Jesus’ splendour.
· It was pride that got Satan – Babylon - thrown out of heaven. It was pride in the hearts of men that built Babel. 
· So the defeat of Babel is a foreshadowing of the defeat of the Great Babylon, the Antichrist. And all the glory goes to King Jesus.

3. The praise of all nations
Babel: languages, nations.
Matthew 28:18-19 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations”
· Tonight – ppl worshiping J all over earth. Every tribe – nation – language – ppl group. J is glorified more through our diversity than if we were all the same. 
· Xn – hugely diverse – reflect our God – equal – united – diverse. G loves diversity. Clothes – songs – pray – buildings. The praise that Jesus receives from all nations and languages is more beautiful and more glorious because of its diversity. 
· Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.”
· Revelation 7:9-10 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no-one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."
· We are not a monolithic cultural group – love, embrace diversity.
· That praise from every tribe, language and nation is a direct result of Babel, and the sin that was committed there. If that sin had not been committed, we would all speak 1 language, and less praise would be brought to Jesus. 
· God in his awesome sovereign power and planning has turned that sin on its head and used it to glorify Jesus – in ways that we could never have conceived of!

God used the spectacular rebellious prideful sin of Babel to bring glory to Christ. That’s a big concept! And if God uses even sin to bring glory to himself, when we see the big picture, we can have confidence that he is fully in control over all things that happen to us.

All scripture points to Jesus and says “Worship him”. It’s all about him. However bad it seems, in the end he will be glorified. He will be exalted. Let’s worship him as the sovereign ruler of all time, and history and over all people and nations and languages.


