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1Tim 6:11-12[endnoteRef:1] …you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called [1:  Cut for space:
Struggled this week to choose – so much material!
Go-to: Model of being a godly husband – godly head of the family.
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her. 
/Ruling over her – last week: sin -> world. Genesis 3:16 Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.
Opp: Sacrificing himself for her – giving her his everything – laying down his life in a thousand different ways every single day for her.
Or - could look at how God our Father is a father to us – how he is the perfect model of fatherhood:
Faithful to his family
Full of love - /responds – initiates
Brings order to chaos – fatherly thing to do – organise
Whole theology of stamp collecting!
Zealous & passionate for his children
Could have talked about the FoS – how they apply to men:
Some /feel v manly: peace – kindness – gentleness – self-control.

Pr 
Ps 119:36 Turn my heart towards your statutes
    and not towards selfish gain.
Ps 119:35 Direct me in the path of your commands,
    for there I find delight.] 


Focus in on v11 – heart of passage.
· You, man of God…
· Lots of times in NT – M&W generally are told to do things – behave in certain ways. Eg. One-anothers – dozens…
· Forgive one another[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Colossians 3:13] 

· Bear with one another[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13] 

· Teach and admonish one another[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Colossians 3:16] 

· Encourage one-another[endnoteRef:5] [5:  2Corinthians 13:11; 1Thessalonians 4:18, 5:11; Hebrews 3:13] 

· This is written specifically to a man – Tim – young church leader – Ephesus[endnoteRef:6]. [6:  The phrase “man of God” is clearly an allusion to some of the great OT leaders who were also referred to as the “man of God” in their age. Moses (e.g. Deuteronomy 33:1), David (Nehemiah 12:24), especially Elijah (1Kings 17:18 & many other places) and Elisha (2Kings 4:7 & many other places) and various others. I think Paul is appealing to his manliness, requiring him to be manly in his leadership, but there’s also the underlying comparison to the great men of God of the past: be like them!] 

· Appeals to his manliness: You – T - you’re a man of God[endnoteRef:7] – therefore… 4 verbs: [7:  The Greek word is “anthropos”, which can mean “man” as in the human race, or it can mean “man” as in male. In this case, since it includes a definite article, “you”, it’s clear it’s referring to Timothy specifically. The choice of verbs sound “manly” to me.] 

· Flee – run for your life – like some’s chasing you with an axe
· Pursue – opp: aggressively – actively - chase down
· Usually translated “persecute”[endnoteRef:8]  [8:  31 of 49 times it appears in the NT.] 

· Fight – boxing ring – v popular in ancient times
· Take hold – opp: hold on – 
· Fight enemy – keep away
· Take hold – grab on – keep close.
· 4 active - aggressive – powerful verbs. 
· Flee from this… and pursue that. Fight this…and hold this close.

Women: listen in –
· Most of this applies – both – way Paul presents it: aimed at men. 
· Live out this stuff too.
· May be married to a man – pray for him – live this out. Understand his weaknesses.
· Single?
· Get good at assessing whether a particular man is doing this stuff.
· Being charming – good looking – funny – whatever. 
· Wears pretty thin after a while when these things are missing. Character: vital. 
· Known too many women – married man who never learned to take resp.
· Young man: gone from - mum looking after him -> wife looking after him. Never grown up – never taken responsibility.
· Cute for a while: new wife can mother him, care for him. 
Year or two of a mother-child relationship - /funny.

4 verbs: Flee from… What? Things mentioned just before:
Flee from loving “stuff” and money (v6-10)
v6 Godliness with contentment is great gain. 
· Huge positive to your Xn life to be contented with what you have.
v7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 
· Whatever stuff we acquire in this life: temporary.
v8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.
· Food & clothes. That’s Paul’s minimum standard. Jesus was homeless[endnoteRef:9]. [9:  Luke 9:58] 

· What’s your minimum to be contented? What level do you need to be on to think: materially, I’m fine.
· What does that not include? House – transport – entertainment. Happy w/o!
· Problem for women – even bigger problem for men. 
· Part of his God-given duty – provide for the family – as far as he is able. Saw last week – more his than hers[endnoteRef:10].  [10:  His calling was to subdue the earth and rule over it (Genesis 1:28) – the consequence of sin was that his task would be hard (Genesis 3:17-19). ] 

· So question – men – how much are you going to provide?
· My kids will have the latest everything: trainers – clothes – toys.
· My family will go on best holidays – have a nice car – beautiful house.
· I will have the latest gadget – best tech – finest entertainment.
· And you strive to get it – work long hours – go for every promotion – get more money – buy more stuff - /see wife and kids much anymore.
· Consumerism: "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you happiness". 
· /believe the lie, church! 
· Every time you see a TV advert or billboard ad: someone is telling you that this thing new shampoo - car – phone – fast food - will fix your problems, make you more attractive to the opposite sex, help you get ahead in life, and make you happy. 
· Paul: food and clothes – contented.
John Wesley: greatest preacher[endnoteRef:11] of his time ~300 yrs.  [11:  Or maybe George Whitfield?] 

· Yr1: income - £30. Lived off £28. Gave away £2.
· Yr2: £60. Lived off £28. Gave away rest
· Yr3: £90. Lived off £28. Gave away rest
· V famous: peak £1400. Lived off £30. Gave away rest
· Once investigated by tax inspectors /believe /stash somewhere – tax.
· "I have two silver spoons at London and two at Bristol. This is all I have at present, and I shall not buy any more while so many round me want bread."
· That’s how you flee from stuff and money – generosity and contentment. When generous – declare: I’m living under the rule of a different kingdom!
· Flip side: some men here – work socks off – bring in what you can - /not much – just get by. Be encouraged brother: doing your duty. /failing as a husband and father.
· v10 the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
· Game with knife - between fingers of 1 hand. Sometimes you get a little too close and you pierce yourself. 
· Like when you start getting too close to your money. 
· Like playing a game - I’ll upgrade this, buy that, get another credit card, upgrade that, get a bigger one of those - and then I need a new one of those to match with that. And then I need to work more hours to fund my lifestyle. 
· And no, I don’t get to church as often as I used to because of work. And I’m too busy to read the Bible, or any Xn books for that matter - /see kids - coz I’m too busy choosing stuff on Amazon. 
· Have you pierced yourself like that? Have you been playing that game? Can you see it’s something you do to yourself? “pierced themselves” 
· There’s no-one else to blame. Here: temporary, uncertain. 
· In Bible, dangers of money – wealth – stuff – is talked about a lot more than sexual purity[endnoteRef:12]. Loving the things of this world is dangerous – many wandered from the faith – too attached to the things of this world. [12:  Like this staggeringly powerful statement from James 5:1-5 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.] 

· Comfort – luxury – self-indulgence: kill spiritual life[endnoteRef:13]. [13:  Read this article: https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/at-least-as-dangerous-as-porn ] 

· Adam’s sin: lazy - /resp – disengaged. Money does that to you spiritually. I’m enjoying myself too much - /be bothered.

Flee from that. Instead:
Pursue Godly Character
v11 pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.
· Great set of ideals. Ladies: this is the guy you want to marry.
· /meant to be an exhaustive list. Character – kind of person you are. Pursue that. 
· /happen. /wake up one day – wow look I’ve become loving. Today I shall be able to endure!
· No way. Pursue these things over a lifetime – that’s character. They’re a trajectory – direction you follow in life.
· What’s your trajectory? What’s forming your character – shaping your personality? 
· Movies – TV – gym? Who influences you most?
· The Word of God is calling you out to develop in Christlikeness. No-one else is going to do that. 
· So do you give the Word the opportunity to speak? When you turn up to church – listening? Keeping s/o happy?
· Music listen to building your character to be like X or made into the image of British grime culture? Or Grammy Awards?
· Drive to work: listening to? How’s it shaping your personality?
· Decide right now – something needs to change. Influence – cut out.
· Last time: Opposite negative character traits men tend to suffer from.
· Adam: lazy – disengaged - /resp – while his wife is making a terrible mistake /fighting for her - /fighting for his future family – zoned out. 
· Lamech: misogynist – verbally abusive – violent thug.
· God’s call to be a loving leader – helps men avoid both if they do it right.
· This is the godly character that makes a man into a loving leader. Pursuing righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.
· Actively – aggressively chase after these things. 

How? Pursue godly character?
Next word? “Fight”
v12 Fight the good fight of the faith.
· Hear that? Fight! 
· Kind of violence deep-rooted within Xn. Shocked?
· We should be fighting – not other ppl[endnoteRef:14]. [14:  This is very much inspired by John Piper’s sermon, which I can’t find – here’s a sermon jam of it though! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFW7iysmF8I ] 

· Men: Fighting against ourselves
· Fight: inner Lamech
· Fight against - hint of thugishness – every hint of misogyny – every hint of using our strength against those God has called us to protect.
· Fight: against our inner Adam
· fight for those God has given us to love – lead – protect. To fight on behalf of the weak – poor - downtrodden
· fight against the temptation to comfort – laziness – passivity – taking the easy way out.
· God calls us to make war!
· Jesus: If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away[endnoteRef:15]. [15:  Matthew 5:29] 

· Get violent against own sin. If something – someone - you’re looking at – leads you to sin – cut it out. Get violent against yourself.
· I wonder if you’ve settled down to peace-time living? 
· Made peace with your sin instead of war? Raised the white flag? Given up fighting? So tempting. 
· Invite you today – burn the white flag – make war on your own sin again.
· Fight[endnoteRef:16] to pursue godly character – and against self. [16:  The old hymn puts it well: 
Fight the good fight with all thy might!
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right;
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.
If anyone can find a non-wussy tune to sing it to…] 


Take hold of eternal life
v12mid Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called…
· Grab a hold of eternal life now. Meant to be living a spirit-filled, Jesus-worshipping life now. Not just in eternity. That’s how we’ll be happiest – made for.
· Are you taking hold of that life now? Are you living like Jesus is Lord?

End
Man of God: pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. And fight!
· Love: two words next to each other: Gentleness – Fight.
· /normally go together. Gentle to others – aggressive with yourself. Only in the Kingdom[endnoteRef:17]. [17:  Our hero is Jesus: the one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus (1Tim 2:5) ] 

· No-one sums up gentleness – power better than The Man, Jesus.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Revelation 5:5 See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed… v6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain
· Picture of glorified Jesus…
· Lion: powerful – aggressive - King – ruler – leader.
· /want to get on wrong side of a lion. Judge of all the earth.
· But if he’s on our side: stands alongside us – in our weakness – in our failure – fights for us – what is there to fear?
· Lamb: innocent – gentle – humble – pure. 
· Dies in our place, out of love.
· Jesus embodies love & leadership – gentleness and power – better than anyone.
· Man of God – be like the Man, Jesus.

Pr: Men here – help us to live out loving leadership: Lion & Lamb.
Confess our great failures – times when money – stuff – so attractive.
Help us to aggressively pursue a godly character – to fight our own sin. Thankyou that as we fight you come alongside and fight with us. 
Praise the name of Jesus – for there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus. Worship him.
 

Benediction: God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honour and might for ever. Amen.

