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Wonder where you parked this morning?
· No idea!
· Slide – Uni – reason: leave spaces outside – little children – mobility problems
· Might say: I know: traffic regulations – know: legally park – right outside!
· True: complete freedom to do so. Law on your side. 
· Qn: Is it loving to do so? Love trumps knowledge.
· One sign of Xn maturity: /knowing a lot but loving a lot.
· B/c knowledge puffs up – builds you up – you bigger. But love builds others up. (v1)
· If you know a lot but love a little, that makes you a Pharisee, not a Xn.
· So, when you choose to park at Uni – when you sacrifice your rights – legal rights – for the benefit of others – that’s love – that’s good. And it’s what this psg is all about.

Last couple of weeks: issue – FSI. India.
· Some ppl in Cor: happily eat: 
· cheap - /care if some priest has said prayers over it - /care: offered to some god I don’t even believe in. 
· I believe in YHWH – one true God.
· Others: felt wrong. Grown up in pagan culture. 
· B/c Xn: also believe in one true God – but takes time for that knowledge to filter down to heart. 
· To eat FSI – would feel wrong – violate conscience.
· Problem saw last week: some of them in 1st group putting ppl in 2nd group in uncomfortable situations. 
· Just eat it – it’s fine. Might be right, but /loving. 
· When it comes to grey areas – love matters more than just being right.
· Clear: talking about grey areas: B /address. FSI: B /address. Disagreement.
· Many things B very clear. Go off w best friend’s h-w that’s /grey area – just plain sinful. /talking about that. 
· This week: step further: might our actions lead s/o else into sin?

v9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to the weak.
· You might know it’s your “right” to do it…but if it’s not loving, don’t!
· Stumbling block?
· Something that makes you trip over – all been there – tripped - /kill you – hinder – injure – sprain – hurt – time to recover.
· Talking spiritually: asking us to consider: if using our freedom – doing what is legitimate – might hurt – hinder – s/o else’s faith.
· Might say: yes but I’m quite entitled to do xyz! Yes, quite within rights. But if hurts s/o else’s faith, asking us not to do it.
· Touched on it last week: perhaps ill-judged bikini example. 
· Wear bikini to ch – law of land allows
· /think God cares much what you wear – pray in shower! 
· Just because you have the right to - /good idea. Not beneficial[endnoteRef:1]. Certainly distracting - /loving to brothers.  [1:  1Cor 6:12] 

· And not too hard to imagine how the exercise of your freedom might cause someone else to fall into sin. Bad thoughts.
· Classic example: I believe B /condemn alcohol – careful for sure - /condemn. B /condemn dancing. 
· So in my judgement you are quite free to go for a drink & dance w spouse on a Friday night. 
· Worst nightmare but whatever floats boat!
· But imagine how it could look – scenario…
· Someone brought up in hard drinking – hard partying culture. Purpose of Friday night: get wasted & get laid. 
· B/c Xn: suddenly get a conscience about that - /want – anymore – feels wrong. So, wisely, stops going to the pub – breaks off those connections to past – new person in X – leave old life behind. 
· But: see you & spouse there: drink & dance. 
· Thinks: maybe I’ve over-reacted. They’re good Xn ppl – now more than me - and that’s what they’re doing – maybe not so bad. Maybe /big deal. 
· Led straight back into a very ungodly – unhelpful lifestyle.
· Did couple do anything wrong? No: quite legitimate – legal – good conscience – but w/o realising it put a stumbling block in s/o else’s path. This young Xn – going to fall over it.
· v10…if someone with a weak conscience sees you, with all your knowledge, eating in an idol’s temple, won’t that person be emboldened to eat what is sacrificed to idols? 
· Emboldened – see you doing it – was thinking stay away – now: feeling braver – feel OK about this now. 
· Light bulb demo
· I know: safe – my knowledge -> safe.
· S/o else: /knowledge – seen Jon do it – he knows all about elec – must be fine – electric shock!
· What’s safe for me: others see - /safe for them – destroy them.
· v11 So this weak brother or sister, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge.
· Destroyed by your knowledge. You know it’s OK. 
· You know going for a drink & dance is /condemned in B. 
· But for them, very dangerous. So by using your freedom – caused them to stumble. 
· In fact: end v11 – destroyed - /mean go to hell – means: faith is really badly damaged. 

So what should we do? Asked this in HG. 
· Previous generation – 50 yrs ago: so /ever drink or dance!
· Can’t go that far: adding to scripture. Path of legalism. X set us free from tyranny of Law.
· P: /say /do it. Maintains right – freedom – just saying love is higher – better – more important. 
“Be careful” (v9)
· Think: how will my behaviour be interpreted by other ppl? 
· Massively counter-cultural. Our culture says: I am only resp for me. How you choose to respond is your problem. 
· Within Xn community, /true. We do have resp for each other – to love each other – resp help each other live holy lives – resp /putting stumbling blocks in each other’s paths. 
· /Good enough to say “well, that’s their problem”. 
· Sign of Xn maturity: less focussed on what you can do - rights – and more focussed on what will build others up.

The seriousness of the sin
v12 When you sin against them in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ.
· See how serious this is? 
· By having a self-centred unloving, uncaring attitude – saying: it’s their problem not mine – you sin against them. Sin. /just my words - /my attitudes. Sin against them. 
· And you sin against Christ himself – why? B/c we’re all part of his body - theme comes back to in Ch12. 
· See how important loving concern for each other is? Exercising your rights – however right that might be – can actually lead to sinning against X.
· Later – ch11: communion – see some ppl in Cor – treating communion as a little private dinner party – some invited – eating well – drinking lots. Others excluded. 
· Freedom to invite friends over for private meal. But if you do communion without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. (11:29)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Point: Must remember those around you in ch. 
· Gospel picture – explain: wonderful truth. 
· Limitation: /church. All about me! 
· Our culture overplays the individuality of Xn faith – all about my rel w God – problem with illustrations of gospel.
· Not a private faith - community faith – saved into a people – family. That’s why B says so many times: Love one another: 
· John 13:34 [Jesus:] Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
· Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in love. 
· Romans 13:8 love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.
· Galatians 5:13 serve one another humbly in love.
· Ephesians 4:2 bear with one another in love.
· 1 Thessalonians 4:9 you … have been taught by God to love each other.
· Hebrews 10:24 let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds
· 1 Peter 1:22 love one another deeply, from the heart.
· 1 Peter 3:8  be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble.
· 1 John 3:11 this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another.
· 1 John 3:23 love one another as [Jesus] commanded us.
· 1 John 4:7 let us love one another, for love comes from God.
· 1 John 4:11 since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
· 2 John 1:5 I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we [probably guess!] love one another.
· Very minimum way we can do that: not throwing rocks in each others’ paths.

The size of the sacrifice
Finally, might say: sounds like I might need to sacrifice some things – if I‘m going to do this. Yes.
 v13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall.
· I think Paul liked his meat. Nice big juicy steak – going cheap in market b/c sacrificed to an idol. 
· But, if me eating that -> s/o else into sin. Give it up. 
· Give up my rights for the sake of other people’s souls – for their wellbeing. 
· What drives someone to love other people so much – willing to deny themselves what is rightfully theirs – legitimately theirs - to inconvenience themselves – sacrifice what is owed to them – all for the same of others – to love them? What causes someone to do that? 
· Not b/c commanded to. I’m not going to stand here – tell you – you must do this or that for sake of others. 
· You do it if s/o does it for you. Need to be inspired. See: /dull irrelevant situation – FSI: heart of gospel.
· Philippians 2:6 Jesus did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage
· That was his right, right?  If you’re God – ultimate freedom – do what you want – quite legitimately. Complete freedom. What does J choose to do with his freedom? 
· Give it up: v7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant…humbled himself…became obedient to death - even death on a cross!
· Chose not to exercise his rights. Gave them up instead – b/c a servant – sacrificed himself.
· Remember: came to arrest J
· Peter draws his sword – put it back Peter. Don’t you know: I could call on my Father and he would give me 12 legions of angels – tens of thousands - to protect me
· That’s my right – says J – but not using it. Choosing to give up my rights. Out of love.
· That’s what drove Ap Paul to pour out himself for others – to sacrifice his rights so that others will not be lead into sin. Cross of J.
· And that is what will drive us too – motivate us – to love each other. Knowing J has done exactly that for us already. 



