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Psalm 106:34-48

Video of pre-birth https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2l1-kvKomg 
· Former abortionist, Dr Bernard Nathanson[endnoteRef:1]: “Fewer women would have abortions if wombs had windows.” [1:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernard_Nathanson] 

· Jesus: The Truth will set you free[endnoteRef:2].  [2:  John 8:32] 


Lots of ppl died last year: 526,977[endnoteRef:3]  [3:  Death registrations summary tables - England and Wales, 2016] 

· Tempting: morbid game!
· Accidents - car crashes, falls, poisoning, drowning, suicide: 20,881
· Nervous system - Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s: 30,329
· Respiratory - pneumonia, bronchitis, asthma: 72,241
· Heart: stroke 133,705
· Cancer: 149,437
· Abortion[endnoteRef:4]: 190,406[endnoteRef:5] [4:  In addition: 291,000 “emergency contraceptives” issued by the NHS, not including GPs and Pharmacists. The real rate of use is unknown and commercially sensitive, but it’s almost certainly >500,000 units annually. https://digital.nhs.uk/media/29624/Sexual-and-Reproductive-Health-Services-England-2015-16-Data-tables/Any/srh-serv-eng-15-16-tab  This would have been a horrifying statistic to pro-lifers a decade ago, but the evidence now suggests that the latest type of these drugs have no effect on implantation: http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2013/02/22/172595689/morning-after-pills-dont-cause-abortion-studies-say ]  [5: https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/652083/Abortion_stats_England_Wales_2016.pdf ] 

· In UK today, abortion ends the lives of more people made in the image of God than any other cause. Let that sink in. Biggest cause of death. Shock you?
· Means: far and away most dangerous part of your life – inside mummy’s tummy. Statistically - vastly more likely to die there than at any other time of life.
· Slide: 4 items
· Start: Jesus offers forgiveness to…
· women who have aborted a child. 
· men who have encouraged their girlfriend or wife to abort their child. 
· employees of abortion clinics. 
· those who are apathetic and doing nothing about this great evil in our society.
· Complete, perfect forgiveness – Christ died for sinners. 
· Legalised in October 1967 – 50 years ago. Our nation: guilty of many crimes against God – worst. Why? 
· 3 things that define the shock-value of a crime: 
· Security of the location Eg: More shocked when someone is beaten up in their home than in a pub. Why? Expect to be safe in home – secure place – violated.
· Vulnerability of the victim - More shocked when an person in a wheelchair is mugged than an able-bodied person. Why? Wheelchair: more vulnerable - /defend. More shocking.
· Innocence of the person - More shocking when a child is sexually abused than an adult. Why? As well as abuse – that child’s innocence is taken too. 
· Who could be more innocent than an unborn child? What could be more vulnerable than an unborn child? Where should you expect to be safest than inside his/her mother?
·  That’s why this is the greatest crime of our nation: b/c against the most vulnerable – most innocent – in what should be the safest place.
· And yet - somehow – we have ended up where we are today – instead of greatest crime: abortion seen as a fundamental right – and if you oppose it: hater – bigot – anti-women. 
· Bizarre –blindness - tells us – something else going on. 
· Pro-abortion lobby[endnoteRef:6] – always bring up hard cases – mother going to die – what about profound disability – child will die soon after birth, if they survive at all.  [6:  Refuse to call them pro-choice b/c so many women feel that they /have a choice. 1 recent study: 2/3 of women going for abortions felt pressurised into it. By parent – spouse – bf – doctor. If there was a better option, they’d take it. http://thefederalist.com/2015/09/18/how-many-women-are-pressured-into-abortions/ ] 

· /Discuss those hard cases tonight. Why? Vanishingly rare. Stats[endnoteRef:7]:  [7:  https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/report-on-abortion-statistics-in-england-and-wales-for-2016 ] 

· Injury or death of mother[footnoteRef:1]: 0.33% - very generous [1:  I’ve added up Grounds A (alone or with B,C,D) + B (alone or with C or D) + C (physical health). In other words, this is an over-statement of the risk.
] 

· Risk to other children: 0.72%
· Disability: 1.73%
· Mental health of mother: 97.22%
· Not saying having children is easy – at all – but basically today, we have abortion on demand – for any reason – and it gets categorised as being to protect the mother’s mental health.
· Blame is not at all just at the door of women. 
· Vocal – powerful pro-abortion lobby – aim: /reduce abortion but to increase as much as possible. Marie Stopes International (biggest? Abortion provider in UK) – busted this week[endnoteRef:8] – paying bonuses to staff who could convince the most women to have abortions. [8:  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4998810/Britain-s-largest-abortion-clinic-paid-staff-bonuses.html ] 

· Statistically, men are more in favour of abortion than women are[endnoteRef:9]. Obvious: get away w/o supporting woman and child.  [9:  https://www.theguardian.com/science/the-lay-scientist/2014/apr/30/why-are-women-more-opposed-to-abortion ] 


Look at passage: significant parallels w abortion[endnoteRef:10]: [10:  I’m leaning heavily on John Piper’s sermon, “The Innocent Blood of our Sons and Daughters” here: https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/abortion-the-innocent-blood-of-our-sons-and-daughters ] 

· Psalm – cycles: sin of nation of Israel – crying out to God – rescue. Worst time – lowest point: intermarried w Canaanites – v35 – /condemning interracial marriage – problem: adopted their customs. One of Canaanite customs: child sacrifice – burning their own children to death in fire as a sacrifice to Baal[endnoteRef:11]. [11:  Jeremiah 19:5; 2Kings 21:6; 2Chronicles 28:1-4] 


Abortion is a form of sacrifice
v37 They sacrificed their sons and their daughters
· Israel’s lowest point: sacrifice own children to Canaanite gods. Sacrifice is giving up something precious to gain something better. 
· For them: sheep – goat – child – to get the blessing of a god. So important to get the blessing of that god – worth giving up even a child to get it.
· Word “sacrifice” – important insight into abortion. People abort babies as a sacrifice to get something “better”. 
· Fundamentally, the life of a child is being sacrificed to gain something else. Career, lifestyle, comfort – 3 biggest. 
· /Make light of how unimaginably difficult unplanned pregnancy can be – but we must face the fact that 190,000 times/yr – someone chooses to sacrifice their child to gain something else. 
· Says something about our society when we choose other things as more valuable than the life of a child.
· I know some will say: not a child – foetus – clump of cells. 
· My reply: sure? Really, really sure? Hunch? What you’d like it to be? B/c that video – developing – womb – sure looked human to me - if wrong, if this is an innocent human life – worst genocide in human history.
· Any doubt whatsoever? Must err on side of caution surely!

They Are Sons and Daughters
v37 They sacrificed their sons and their daughters
v38 They shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons and daughters
· Psalmist is hammering home the point that in Israel’s darkest times - /sacrificing children – vague concept – but little boys and girls. Little boys and girls who were their own family.
· Abortion is always a little boy or a little girl – and they’re always family.

There is something demonic about it
v37 They sacrificed their sons and their daughters to false gods
· NIV: “false gods” - Unusual Heb: “destroyers”[endnoteRef:12] – every other trans: “demons”. Behind every idol is a demon. While Israel were worshipping the Canaanite gods – idols – actually behind that – demons. [12:  Only used twice in the Bible: Derived from the word translated “destroys” in Psalm 91:6.] 

· Our society is so blind to the horror of what is going on. That those who defend the cause of the weak - the oppressed[endnoteRef:13] - seen as haters – bigots – anti-women.  [13:  Psalm 82:3] 

· Must make sure we’re not: so glad - providence - last sermon - about adoption and foster care. /Planned! B/c we cannot be passionately anti-abortion w/o being passionately pro-adoption. 
· The very powerful pro-abortion lobby – media – celebrities – make abortion sound very rational - sensible – high-sounding – even noble – brave – actually demonic b/c people blind to the stunningly obvious truth that we are sacrificing innocent children.
· John 8:44 the devil…was a murderer from the beginning…there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

It is Innocent Blood
v38 They shed innocent blood 
· This was the horror of what the Israelites did – shed innocent blood – the innocence of their children piled up the guilt on the Israelites. Their sin was made greater b/c of the innocence of the children. 
· Is there anyone more innocent than a child who has yet even to see the light of day?

It brings defilement
v39 They defiled themselves by what they did
· Israel was defiled by her sacrifice of innocent children. 
· Defiled: made unclean – made to feel guilty – dirty – shame.
· Isn’t that what abortion today does? Ppl say – just a clump of cells – but no-one weeps over a toenail – or a bit of spit. No-one remembers the anniversary of the date of haircut – just cells.
· Everyone knows abortion is killing children – just /think about it. But it brings defilement all the same. Which is why so many women (and men) – describe regret – guilt – frustration – anger w those who put them in that posn. Defiled.

It arouses God’s anger
v40 Therefore the Lord was angry with his people and abhorred his inheritance.
· His inheritance: Israel. Anger – Abhorred: detested – hated them. 
· To be clear: /wrong w anger – controlled and directed in right way. There are things in this world that ought to make us angry.
· The fact that God is angry at the taking of innocent human life /surprise us of course – know it – obvious that ending the life of a child is wrong (in all but very exceptional circumstances – 97%)
· /Know scale of child sacrifice in Israel – but it certainly wasn’t anywhere near the scale of abortion in UK, today. Is God angry? Of course. And we should be too. 
· Beware the fine line between righteous anger and self-righteous anger. 

There is forgiveness for the repentant sinner
· Statistically v likely there are ppl here - had an abortion – or pressured someone into an abortion. 
· Unless you repent and receive forgiveness in X – wrath of God rests upon you for your actions. Hope:
· v44-45 Yet – that is, in spite of all that they had done - he took note of their distress when he heard their cry… and out of his great love he relented.
· v47 Save us, Lord our God
· Friends, this is what J came to achieve for all who will receive it. When we cry to him – in distress – in guilt – in shame – in defilement…
· …In love, he promises to forgive. When we cry “save us, Lord our God” – he does just that.
· Jeremiah 33:8 I will cleanse them from all the sin they have committed against me and will forgive all their sins of rebellion against me.
· Both elements are important. See he offers more than just forgiveness: cleansing too. Washing of past sins – made clean again – brings restoration from all the shame.
· Prophet Zechariah describes death of J as a fountain – washes away uncleanness. (Zech 13:1)
· 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
· Hebrews 9:14 the blood of Christ…cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!
· Past sin needn’t paralyse you for rest of life – offers clean conscience – so that we can serve. Not lesser citizen of heaven - /substandard Xn – even if you’ve done this. 
· This is what X offers today – clean conscience – complete forgiveness.


