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Priority in life?
· Health – kids – job – marriage – happiness?
· Boil down all of life to 1 thing. 1 thing my life is given over to pursuing?
· Ps 27:4 One thing I ask from the LORD,
    this only do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
    all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the LORD
    and to seek him in his temple.

2yrs wandering around N Israel[endnoteRef:1] – Galilee & occasionally gentile areas + visits to Jerusalem for feasts – Passover. Seen some of those occasions. [1:  This chronology is helpful: http://www.bible-history.com/Chart_Jesus_Chronology/ ] 

· Turning point: Luke 9:51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.
· About 1yr now leading up to cross. In prep J sends out followers - disciples – 72. 
· 10:1sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go.
· Gives them various instructions – basically, test them – find out if they are open to a visit from the Messiah. Proclaim that J is coming – v9 The kingdom of God has come near to you.
· Started to visit villages around Southern part of Israel
· Some time later, v38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him.

Bethany[endnoteRef:2] – village 2m from Jerusalem.  [2:  This is an interesting and potentially very powerful insight on the context of this story, which explains why Luke didn’t bother to name the town there Mary and Martha lived. Unfortunately, I didn’t have time to read up and research it enough to include with certainty. “Right before this, we hear Jesus tell a parable about the importance of loving neighbor - and receiving love from an unlikely neighbor.  Here, we have the importance of loving God.  Put together, they take us back to what the lawyer said before Jesus told the parable.  Both of them are important - but emphasizing one over the other can be a bad thing...and Luke makes that theological point here. The priest and Levite were so focused on "loving God" that they overlooked their neighbor, and now Martha is so concerned about "loving neighbor" by being busy for her guest that she overlooked "loving God." (Similarly, Mary’s focus on “loving God” and Martha’s focus on “loving neighbor” go together.  One is not more important than the other.  The focus, though, as Mary saw, needs to be on Jesus.” https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1723#post_comments ] 

· Tale of 2 women:
· Martha “opened her house to J”[endnoteRef:3] [3:  This suggests that maybe her father had died. The other explanation would be if her husband had died. Luke refers often to Jesus’ concern for widows though (Luke 2:36, 4:26, 7:11, 18:1, 20:47, 21:1) but doesn’t mention it here, which makes that unlikely. She was probably older than Mary, since she is almost always referred to first. There’s more to glean about her in John 11-12.] 

· She had presumably had some contact with some of J disciples – wanted to know more, or maybe even trusted him as Messiah already – “Lord” (v40)
· v39 – has a sister Mary – also there. 
· J arrives – teaching: kingdom of God - fulfilment of prophecy - forgiveness of sins – grace and mercy of God – going to Jer to die for their sin.
· sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said
· Gk lit: sat close at Jesus feet. Mean? Little room – squashed in?
· When Apostle Paul – expertly trained as a Pharisee[endnoteRef:4] – from childhood[endnoteRef:5] [4:  Interesting background (section III): http://www.biblestudytools.com/classics/barnes-scenes-in-life/early-training-of-the-apostle-paul.html ]  [5:  Acts 26:4-5] 

· NIV: I studied under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3) – high profile Pharisee[endnoteRef:6].  [6:  Eg. Acts 5:34] 

· Lit: I was brought up at-the-feet of Gamaliel. NIV: interpreted it for us.
· Apostle Paul was trained by his rabbi - teacher, Gamaliel. Mary was taught by hers, Jesus[endnoteRef:7]. Jesus is a teacher – rabbi – this is what they did. [7:  Is there anything in the fact that she was “close to the feet” of Jesus, while Paul was only “at the feet of Gamaliel”? Probably not, but maybe it’s meant to show her deep passion and interest in Jesus?] 

· Mary sitting there close to J feet – listening intently. 
· Aside: women didn’t do that[endnoteRef:8]. A lot more radical than it sounds to our ears! [8:  Some of this is from here: http://www.bible-history.com/court-of-women/women.html ] 

· Women were not educated in that society – certainly not in religious matters. /say daily prayers[endnoteRef:9] /read scriptures in synagogue[endnoteRef:10] - /festivals. Even teaching children in the home: man. /matter how clever or gifted or passionate you were - /disciple of any great rabbi.  [9:  Shema]  [10:  Talmud, Berakot 3:3] 

· Jewish man - pray every morning: Thank you God I was not born a slave, a Gentile, or a woman[endnoteRef:11].  [11:  Interesting essay here about Jewish morning prayers: https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/birkhot_hashahar.html ] 

· Common saying of the time was that it was better for the Torah to be burned than to be put into the hands of a woman[endnoteRef:12].  [12:  Talmud, quoted here: https://www.bj.org/Articles/worse-than-invisible-ruminations-on-woman-and-talmud-torah/ ] 

· Except J – honoured women, loved women – greatest supporters – most faithful followers. 
· Just the fact that the NT is full of stories about women is radical! Culture: didn’t really matter much. NT: perfectly equal in value, importance. Sometime diff role.
· Never believe anyone who tells you that X oppresses women – exact opposite. Where X has flourished, so have women. Where X has been oppressed, women (and other minorities) have been oppressed.
· Mary. Sat at his feet – lapping it all up – listening – learning – breathing it all in. Can’t get enough. 

Sister Martha
· her house – she’s busy prepping stuff. v40 Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made.
· Understandable perhaps – J + disciples (12?) + her, Mary. Lot of food – honoured guest – bread on – water – wine – prepare meat – veg. Beds for the night. Even if you’re prepared, having a lot of guests turn up is hard work!
· Imagine her: pummelling that bread dough – every time – thinks of her younger sister out there – while she’s in here – angrier and angrier. So unfair – can’t she see how hard I’m working here – “thirsty work this, Mary!”.
· In many ways Martha is doing exactly the right thing – being hospitable – important, necessary and commanded in scripture[endnoteRef:13]. [13:  Eg 1Timothy 5:10, Hebrews 13:2] 

· Comes to J – at least a hint of pride and self-righteous anger: v40 Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!
· Pause: Don’t you care? J who has healed hundreds – thousands. J who had fed thousands purely out of compassion – last week. Don’t you care? 
· Tell her to help me! Commands the Lord of all creation what to do: tell her to help me! Ouch. Pretty angry.
· Ever been there? Stressed, tired, too busy – irrationally angry – way beyond what’s justified? Course you have.

v41 ‘Martha, Martha,’
· gentle rebuke there - repeated name – calm down & listen. 
· you are worried and upset about many things, but few things are needed – or indeed only one. 
· Lots of stuff going on for you right now – pulled in all directions – many things demanding your attention. 
· Trying to do a bunch of practical things - Baking bread – feast – I could do that if I wanted to. 
· Lots less needed than you think. Only one thing is really important.
· Your priorities are different to Mary’s. She’s sitting with me – learning – while she can – not here for long – learning from me – enjoying my presence. 
· Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.’
· Mary’s choice was better – she’s prioritised being with me – that’s what I really want. Not going to send her away – not going to take her joy away from her.
· Notice J doesn’t condemn her for serving him. Mary has chosen what is better. Serving me - good, but not as good as Mary’s choice: being with me – better.
· Short & simple passage. Short & simple sermon.


Priorities.
· Many – most of us identify with Martha.
· Pulled in all sorts of directions – doing good and necessary things. 
· Maybe finding ourselves getting cross with other ppl – those we perceive as less busy. 
· Often missing out on the most important thing: spending time w J.
· For J: most important thing: be with him – enjoy his presence – learning from him.
· Lots of good things we can do in life. 
· Family is good – devoted to family – great husband – wife – mum – dad – good thing. Be better than what you’ve seen out there – maybe better than you experienced – good! Not as good as being with Jesus. /as important as being with J.
· Job is good – God invented work – Gen 2:15 – honest living: good. Strive to be a good employee – good boss. Working hard – putting in the hours. /as important as being with J.
· Being a great husband, wife is good. Spending time together – learning to love each other – working your way through problems, decisions is good. /as important as being with J.
· Being a great mum, dad is good. Spending time w kids, teaching – training – Bible – explaining how life works – safely explore world around them, disciplining: good. /as important as being with J.
· Hobbies, interests, movies, music, reading, TV, sport, exercise, food, sex, travel, even football – good. /as important as being with J.
· Church is good – being committed to each other is a Biblical command – member – devoted to each other in love[endnoteRef:14] - doing SS – youth club, coffee, cleaning, music, preaching: good. /as important as being with J. [14:  Romans 12:10] 

· Want to be all these things – good things – and let’s be honest, where would life (and church) be w/o the Marthas – the busy ppl behind the scenes who make things happen – hospitality – service – make this a community.
· And yet if all our activities leave us with no time to be still in the Lord’s presence and hear God’s word, we are likely to end up anxious and troubled. We are likely to end up with a kind of service that is devoid of love and joy and is resentful of others.[endnoteRef:15] [15:  Great quote: https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1723 ] 

· Need to breathe – need him. Word – fellowship – prayer – baptism - communion[endnoteRef:16]. [16:  I know these as the “ordinary means of grace”] 


Pray – quiet: 3 scriptures – meditate - pray
· Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest[endnoteRef:17]. [17:  Matthew 11:28] 

· whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life[endnoteRef:18]. [18:  John 4:14] 

· He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
    he refreshes my soul[endnoteRef:19]. [19:  Psalm 23:2-3] 

· Worship you J – everything – help us drink deeper – feed more richly – know you more. Inexhaustible source of strength, endless resource to flee to.

I Give You All The Honour (SoF210)



