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Read ?

Intro
Wimpy worldviews make wimpy Christians - JP. 

Matthew 13:21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.
· Don’t want any of us to be like that. Trouble comes – resist – stand firm. 
· Plenty of weighty questions in our world today. T’was always thus: 
· Psalms: 22x “Why?” 
· Book of Lamentations
· Weighty theology to deal with weighty questions. Hard.

Last week:
· Babel: great sin – outright rebellion against God – build a tower - come up to where he is – challenge him. Great sin – but God used that sin to bring greater praise to J. 
· Even sin can’t undo God’s plans – to glorify the name of his Son.
· Not far enough: God uses that sin to wonderfully achieve his great and good purposes.

This week: step further: Why does God allow Satan to live? Source of and embodiment of all sin and evil – why not destroy him? 
· Telling W: frustrated I won’t have time to give a complete answer: take a stab at it!

What do we mean by God is Sovereign? 
· Dictionary 
· adjective: Absolute supremacy – preeminent rank, power, authority.
· Noun – the sovereign – king, queen
· We know that the Q doesn’t have absolute supremacy. Limited: geography, lifetime, willingness of subjects
· God is Sovereign: Absolute power and right to govern – no higher power. Not limited by geography, lifetime or willingness.
· And even further: No just power and right to govern, but actually does – not passive – very much active in the world today, ordering and controlling and deciding.
· Psalm 115:3 Our God is in heaven;
         he does whatever pleases him

Back to qn: Why does G allow S to live? 
· 2 mistakes when it come to Satan: underestimating - overestimating his power. Show you what he can and can’t do. Then answer the qn directly.

God is Sovereign over Satan’s power
Power to persecute believers
1Peter 5:8-9 Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
Suffering of Xn church – devoured by Satan – his evil work. Power to persecute. Does that mean he rampages around unrestrained?

1Peter 3:17 it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.
· Sometimes God wills it that Xns should suffer. All kinds of reasons. Close you are – harder to see. Further away - Syria/Egypt:
· Xns across the world not like us – yet love J – lift eyes away from ourselves
· Pray 
· Seriousness
· Mystery – don’t know – but the Bible finds comfort in knowing that God is in control – S not running around unrestrained.

Power to kill
Talking to Pharisees:
John 8:44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning
and...
Revelation 2:10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.
Pictures on TV: Satan behind that – at work – murderer. Guy holding knife is murderer too. Multiple layers of responsibility. Another layer:
Deuteronomy 32:39 There is no god besides me.
I put to death and I bring to life,
    I have wounded and I will heal,
    and no one can deliver out of my hand.
Deeper plans at work in the universe than simply evil.

James 4:13-15 Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’ 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’
If God wants me to live, I’ll live – every breath is from him. When he says my time is up, I’ll die. My life is ultimately in his hands – not Satan’s.

Power to cause chaos
Job 1:16– “fire of God [lightning?] fell from heaven” – burned up sheep, servants
v19 “a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead”
Satan’s work – natural disasters. Multiple levels:
· Nature
· Satan – God said – take everything but don’t touch him.
· God

Job saw straight through Satan to the one who is Sovereign:
v21 The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;
    may the name of the LORD be praised.
Job was not wrong. Comfort in knowing God is ultimately in control, not unrestrained evil.

Power to cause illness
Woman haemorrhaging disease: Luke 13:16 Satan has kept [this woman] bound for eighteen long years – According to J: Satan’s work – disease.
Peter: Acts 10:38 [Jesus] went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil
Other causes of sickness too – but direct Satanic attack is one of them.

Exodus 4:11 ‘Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the LORD?
Ultimately God is in control – determines our lives. Levels.
I’m no professional at being a quadriplegic[endnoteRef:1]. There are so many mornings when I wake up and I can hear my friend come to the front door to help me get out of bed and get ready for the day. She goes to the kitchen, turns on the water, and starts brewing coffee. I know that in a few moments she’s going to come gliding into the bedroom, where she’ll greet me with a happy, “Good morning!”  [1:  Joni Eareckson Tada, Hope...the best of things.] 

And I am lying there with my eyes closed, thinking, “O God, I can’t do this. I am so tired. I don’t know how I’m going to make it to lunchtime. O God, I’m already thinking about how good it’s going to feel when I get back to bed tonight and put my head on this pillow.”
I’m sure you have felt that way at some point. Maybe you feel that way every morning. But Psalm 10:17 says, “O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear.” “O God,” I often pray in the morning, “God, I cannot do this. I cannot do this thing called quadriplegia. I have no resources for this. I have no strength for this — but you do. You’ve got resources. You’ve got strength. I can’t do quadriplegia, but I can do all things through you as you strengthen me [Philippians 4:13]. I have no smile for this woman who’s going to walk into my bedroom in a moment. She could be having coffee with another friend, but she’s chosen to come here to help me get up. O God, please may I borrow your smile?”
And just as he promises, he hears the cry of the afflicted, and before even 7:30 in the morning he has sent joy straight from heaven. Then, when my friend comes through the door with that steaming cup of coffee, I can greet her with a happy “Hello!” borrowed from God.
To this you, too, were called. To this you were called because Christ suffered for you, leaving you this kind of example that you should follow. He endured the cross for the joy that was set before him (Heb. 12:2). Should we expect to do less? So then, join me; boast in your afflictions. Delight in your infirmities. Glory in your weaknesses, for then you know that Christ’s power rests in you (2 Corinthians 12:9). You might be handicapped on all sides, but you’re not crushed. You might be perplexed, but you’re not in despair. You might be knocked down, but you’re not knocked out. Because it says in 2 Corinthians 4:7-12 that every day we experience something of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that in turn we might experience the power of the life of Jesus in these bodies of ours.
Do you know who the truly handicapped people are? They are the ones — and many of them are Christians — who hear the alarm clock go off at 7:30 in the morning, throw back the covers, jump out of bed, take a quick shower, choke down breakfast, and zoom out the front door. They do all this on automatic pilot without stopping once to acknowledge their Creator, their great God who gives them life and strength each day. Christian, if you live that way, do you know that James 4:6 says God opposes you? “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
And who are the humble? They are people who are humiliated by their weaknesses. Catheterized people whose leg bags spring leaks on somebody else’s brand-new carpet. Immobilized people who must be fed, cleansed, dressed, and taken care of like infants. Once-active people crippled by chronic aches and pains. God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble, so then submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, who loves nothing more than to discourage you and corrode your joy. Resist him and he will flee you. Draw near to God in your affliction, and he will draw near to you (James 4:6-8)
Satan can cause sickness, but only Jesus can do that.


Power to tempt
Peter: Before arrogant – rebuked Jesus for saying he would go to the cross[endnoteRef:2]. Matthew 26:33,35 Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will... Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you. [2:  Mark 8:32] 

Arrogant – head-strong, proud.

Luke 22:31-32 Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. [Shake around – test] 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.’
Result: Simon Peter was tested – tempted - to deny Jesus - did fall. 
· Encouragement: J is sovereign: “when you have turned back...”
· Do you think P was stronger or weaker afterwards? Satan tested/tempted – great sin – resulted in P – more humble, recognising weakness – dependence on G. 
· G used Satan’s sin – and P’s sin to build P.

Power to hold in spiritual blindness
2 Corinthians 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
Many ppl today – utterly blind to the gospel. Talk to brick wall[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  Matthew 13:13-14] 

v6 God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.
· Darkness is not unconquerable – thank God! God spoke: let there be light – universe bathed in light – light in our hearts.

God is Sovereign over Satan’s demise
God could kill him, right now. Final judgement – separate from us. Could have destroyed him at any point in the past. Easily:
2 Thessalonians 2:8 the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendour of his coming. 
So why not?

To make the victory of J all the more glorious.
· Set fire to paper – snuff out – not that impressive – nothing heroic – tiny fire.
· Imagine who room alight – burst in – rescue people – put of the fire. Heroic – wow – medal – honour, glory.
· The bigger the fire – worse the horror – the greater the power needed to overcome it – greater glory.
· Simon Edwards – Walk – prolific criminal. 
· Daughter lives in NE – trying to see her – hard – not allowed anywhere in that region – paperwork – probation. 
· Countless crimes in SoT – career criminal. 
· Jesus saved him – running an organisation that takes career criminals and makes Jesus-lovers and servants out of them – running conference for Xn men next w/e – Men – love Christ more in home, work, family, church.
· Imagine if Simon had been a prolific traffic cone thief. Now: changed for Christ.
· The greater the sin, the greater the victory of Christ – greater the glory he gains. Greater the fire – greater the heroism of the one who puts it out.
· Calming of the storm – wind – waves – afraid – going to die. 
· Be still – immediate silence - wow – terrified – glory to J.
· If there had only been a bit of a breeze – watch this – we’d never even have heard about it!
· The greater the storm – the greater the chaos – the greater the force of evil – the greater the glory to the one who kills it.

And J will kill him with a breath.

So what do we do with this? 
· Trouble in your life? Lots and lots of examples of God using even worst sin to bring glory to J – and for the good of his ppl. 
· Closer you are to it, harder it is to see. Great distance – see clearly – see Babel, Satan – more. My life, today, this week, year. Impossible to see. Not meant to. Maybe later it will become clear – maybe only in eternity.
· But these examples are given us that we might know that God has a plan – in full control – knows what he’s doing – loves us. Why questions are fine. All the examples in the Bible are to help us trust now – faith in his character and goodness – strengthen our resolve to live for him whatever we face – bring glory to J.

